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Energy and Joy in Her Work

FEATURE

     Anticipation grew on the night of January 17 as cars 
followed a line of brightly lit trees leading to the Mitas 
Hill Event Center. The stars shone down and the chilly air 
hurried people inside, where a winter wonderland awaited. 
In keeping with the theme “Baby, It’s Cold Outside,” The 
venue featured an ice palace-like entrance, winter themed 
décor, complete hot chocolate bar, and, of course, a special 
Winter Formal 'photobooth'. A night filled with laughter 
and fun was just beginning.
     Winter Formal, MCA’s second dance of the year, is open 
to all Upper School students. Of the three annual dances, 
it is the only traditional "Sadie Hawkins" event. Through-
out the weeks and months leading up to the night, stories 
circulate within the school about who is going with who 

and how they were asked. Eventually, the buzz gives way to 
more pressing matters like dress checks, buying tickets, and 
arranging pre-dance plans. Most students go in large groups 
to dinner before the dance, but this year, MCA and Mitas 
Hill came together to give students a unique opportunity 
to get an all-inclusive high quality meal served at the venue 
prior to the event’s beginning. 
     Mitas Hill Vineyard, a venue never before used by MCA, 
has been owned and operated in McKinney since 1999, 
but only opened their event center on Labor Day of last 
year. So far, Mitas Hill has housed three generations of the 
Mitas family, the latest of which includes MCA’s own Jack 
and Olivia Mitas. Their parents, Steven and Sherrie Mitas 
acted as gracious hosts to MCA throughout the planning...

Baby, It's Cold Outside

Winter Formal is a fun time for all Upper School students to come together. Students talked, 
laughed, and danced the night away. The theme, "Baby, It's Cold Outside", featured wintry 
centerpieces, a hot chocolate bar, and an entryway made to look like a palace of ice.
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Faculty of the Month

photo by LifeTouch

Amy Groff has always been known for her 
cheerful heart and her great care for MCA 
students. She's sure to greet everyone with 
a smile and a word of encouragement.
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ALL STATE BAND AND 
CHOIR:  Seven of MCA's top 
choir members pause for a 
victory photo after being 
chosen to perform with  
the All Region Honor Choir.

photo by Ko-Lin Wu

NATIONAL HONOR SOCI-
ETY: After delivering lunch 
to McKinney firefighters, 
Junior Liz Wong tries on 
one of their uniforms.

photo by McKenna Hubert

JV BOYS BASKETBALL: In 
a heated game against 
Legacy Christian, Freshman 
Ethan Norwood shoots for 
the basket.

WILD WEEK:  Seniors Ma-
rissa Full and Lily Thomp-
son pose for a picture to-
gether, dressed as Mario 
and Luigi for Twin Day 
during Wild Week. 

Will Harrell, Staff Writer

Jessica Mains, Editor-In-Chief
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   In previous issues, the Mane Edition 
newspaper has focused more on stu-
dents, but should we not also recognize 
the people who work extremely hard for 
the benefit of students? Someone who 
does this with little recognition is Lower 
School Principal's Assistant, Amy Groff. 
Whether it is directing traffic, walking 
students to the playground, or represent-
ing MCA outside of school, she always 
has a smile on her face. This happiness 
does not go unnoticed either. First grad-
er Luke McAnally said, “Mrs. Groff is 
really nice. I love it when she takes us to 
recess.” 
   McKinney Christian Academy Head-
master, Bob Lovelady, showed his appre-
ciation for Groff by commenting, “Amy 
is always very cheerful, she always has a 
smile on her face. She has a high level of 
energy and has joy in her work.” 
   Her brilliant personality, too, is some-
thing that stays with you for a long time. 
Senior McKenna Hubert who has at-
tended MCA for 13 years added, “Every 

time I would go to Mrs. Groff ’s office 
if I had a cut or something she would 
always take care of me and would al-
ways draw smiley faces or bunnies on 
my band-aids. That was my favorite part 
about going to visit her when I got hurt. 
She always seemed so happy and car-
ing and it always made me feel good.”  
   Faculty like Groff are important at 
MCA. In the hustle and bustle of school, 
it is always refreshing to have someone 
like her take the time to smile at you. 
"Groff is a perfect example of the caring 
spirit that is present here at MCA.  Her 
unselfish desire to serve others is a daily 
reminder of the love that Jesus has for 
His children, says Lower School princi-
pal Chris Hydock.
   One of the many things McKinney 
Christian Academy seeks to distinguish 
itself by is its faculty. Groff is a perfect 
picture of the happiness our teachers 
and staff have as well as an example of 
Christ’s love.

story continues on page 04
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Giving Back to Those Who Serve
Toluwalase Olawale, Guest Writer

Food For Our Firemen

MCA's Mission
Alec Harris, Staff Writer

State of the School Address

On December 16, after a rigorous day of midterms, 
the MCA chapter of the National Honor Society 
took lunch to all eight fire stations in McKinney. In 
the spirit of Christmas, the students thought it would 
be a great way to give back to the men and women 
who help to keep us safe. Senior Jessica Mains said, 
“It was great getting to see what exactly went on in a 
fire station and it was nice getting to meet the service 
men and women who protect us.” The students were 
divided into groups of four or five and each group 

was assigned to a different McKinney fire station. 
After receiving their lunches, the firemen gave some 
of the groups tours of the fire stations.  One group 
even got to try on the firemen’s uniforms. Many of 
the students were surprised by the fact that there 
were only three or four firemen in each station, which 
makes the work the firemen do even more tasking.  
Overall it was a great experience for the students as 
they were given the opportunity to serve those who 
serve everyone else.

NHS students pose for a picture after delivering lunch to 
the McKinney firemen, one of many ways they seek to 
help in the community.
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Lower School Celebrates a Benchmark Day
A Hundred Days of School
McKenna Hubert, Staff Writer
     Friday, January 23, marked the hundredth day of 
school at McKinney Christian Academy. Kindergarten 
and first grade participated in many different activities. 
The kindergarten class brought one hundred differ-
ent items; ten items in ten bags which could be any 
small item of their choice. The kindergarten students 
wanted to take advantage of this special day by having 
a ten day mission project in which they collected one 
hundred cans of food for the McKinney Food Pantry. 
Sticking to tradition, the students made and wore One 
Hundred Day of School glasses and read one hundred 
words. Having more of a physical day, the first grad-
ers did many types of exercises that all added up to 
one hundred. They also asked different one hundred 
themed questions such as “if I had one hundred dol-
lars I would…” or “if there were one hundred things 
I would never eat they would be…” 
     Eventful days like the one hundredth day of school 

are one of the many themed school events McKinney 
Christian Academy has to offer which can be a fun, yet 
educational all at the same time. This is one of those 
days where students get to enjoy themselves and also 
put their brains to work. First grader Stevie Hickman 
says, “We did these really fun toe touches and added 
up all exercises and then we numbered the chart and 
put it in our folder project. My favorite part was when 
we had snacks at the party.” 
     The teachers work hard for the students to make this 
an eventful day. First grade teacher Laura Christopher 
says, “First Grade began the day with a special breakfast 
snack. The children built a 100 with a sausage link and 
two mini bagel halves.  We had 100 Day activities 
throughout the day including walking 100 steps, doing 
100 exercises, and completing 100 math facts.   We 
also had several writing assignments such as, 'I could 
eat 100 _____! ' and "'could never eat 100 ____!'"

The kindergaten class grins with Zero Hero (Pedro 
Luna), their special Hundredth Day visitor. Zero Hero 
returned for his fourth year of helping students count 
the items in their ten bags of ten.
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     The 2015 McKinney Christian Academy State of the School Address was both in-
formative and intriguing. It gave the community an overview of different departments at 
MCA. This included curriculum, upcoming events, mid-season reports and future proj-
ects. Speakers of each department from the Lower School up to the Upper School gave 
brief summaries on the progress of their respective department and what the future holds 
for it. They spoke particularly on how it is impacting MCA. The high point of the night, 
however, came when Head of School, Bob Lovelady, presented the results of MCA’s fea-
sibility study. The study was a set of statistics showing MCA’s approval from the commu-
nity. The feasibility study showed MCA was doing an excellent job of fulfilling its mission. 
The teachers in particular shone through the study, earning a very high approval rating. 
     There was a reoccurring theme among speakers throughout the night. Expectations 
are very high. The bar is set for both students and faculty members, and everyone expects 
MCA to keep pushing forward in its mission. Leading us into this bold new MCA are 
Head of School Bob Lovelady, Lower School Principal Chris Hydock, Middle School 

Principal David Etheredge, Upper School Principal Laura Smith, Academic Advisor 
Kate Perry, and Athletic Directors Judy Collins and Chance Gray. All of these faculty 
members spoke on behalf of their departments, highlighting MCA's continued growth 
and referencing qualities such as the four new modular classrooms, 103 new students, 
and the addition of 19 new faculty members. Another set of changes implemented was 
the weekly schedule, a lower school ACT Aspire program, a Middle School Girls soccer 
team, and the Lil' Stangs sports program. There were a number of technical changes as well. 
Michael McIntyre recently designed a whole new website for McKinney Christian Acad-
emy which includes several new features. Several teachers received new desks, projectors, 
dsektops, and access to the network storage system LaunchPad. New Wi-Fi access points 
were also added throughout the campus, optimizing internet performance school-wide.
     About 575 students are curently enrolled at MCA, but the school is aiming for 585 
next year. MCA is and has been steadily growing and meeting all of its goals, but most 
importantly, parents approve of MCA’s mission and the school exceeds in all it does.
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   The MCA Fine Arts Department was well represented 
this year in the Texas Private School Music Educators 
Association.    During the first round of auditions, Alex 
Harper, Madi Johnson, MaryLee Knowles, McKinley 
Tyler,  Jamie Greenwell,  Cameron Martin,  and Luke 
Norrell were chosen to be a part of the All Region Honor 
Choir which performed right after Christmas break.    
   Cameron Martin made it past the second round of 
auditions to earn a place in the All State Honor Choir.   
Along with students chosen from about 40 other private 
schools across the State,  Martin spent the last weekend 
in January working with Jerry McCoy, head of choral 
studies at UNT, and singing with the All State Honor 

Choir on the campus of Texas State University in San 
Marcos.  Sara Harris made the TPSMEA All-State 
Concert Band for her second year in a row on clarinet.   
Last year she placed 18th 38 and this year she placed 
9th out of 37 clarinets that auditioned.  Another exciting 
thing to note is that Sara just bought a “new” clarinet from 
Paul Garner who is the Associate Principal Clarinetist 
with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra.  Unfortunately 
Sara got sick the week of the TPSMEA All-State Band 
Concert/Clinic and could not attend and show off 
her amazing skills on her new clarinet.  She will have 
another shot at making it again next year.

Making a New Song
All State Band and Choir
Althea Wolfe, Staff Writer

Jerry McCoy and Cameron 
Martin, 11 pose for a pic-
ture at TPSME on Jan. 30.

The Lower school and Middle school math Olympics were held on Wednesday, 
December 3 at MCA where 36 students participated with the following results 
below. Out of those, 28 students qualified to advance to the Area round which will 
be held on February 28th at Prestonwood Academy. The students take a pre-test 
to determine who will participate in Math Olympics.  Kim Yates helped prepare 
the third through 5th graders and Kristi Clark and Andrea McAnally prepared the 
sixth through eighth graders.  Yates said, “We are so very proud of them and are 
excited about sending 28 MCA students to the area round of the Math Olympics 
at Prestonwood. “ 

And the Skill Multiplies
LS/MS Math Olympics
Makenzie Shaw, Staff Writer
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Martin holds his award 
for All State Choir at 
TPSMEA.

 On January 28, the Kindergarten classes went to Dallas Chil-
dren’s Theater to see a short story. The trip provided a very wide 
range of exposure and experiences. Skippyjon Jones, originally 
a book by Judy Schachner, is a story about a Siamese cat who 
daydreams his way into being  the “swashbuckling Chihuahua” 
Skippito Friskito. What could have been a simple reading became 
an intricate theatrical performance. Part of the book was turned 
into a musical. Some of the words in the performance were spoken 
in Spanish, the actors on stage speaking both both the Spanish 

and English translations. Taking the kindergarteners to the per-
formance was not just meant to show a theatrical performance, 
but also to spark a curiosity for reading. The presentation was very 
useful in inspiring conversations about books and the children 
enjoyed seeing the words of the story become action. Though 
this trip was primarily to promote reading, students thoroughly 
enjoyed all aspects from the actors’ performance to the music to 
the comedic tale of an imaginative cat. 

Excitment About Reading
Kindergarten Field Trip
Joshua Mains, Campus Editor

photo by Andrea McAnally

Kindergarten students Luke McAnally and Libby Greene 
stop and pose for a picture before heading into the 
theater to see Skippyjon Jones with their classmates 
and teachers.
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Zak Reynolds, actor playing Skippyjon Jones at the 
Dallas Childrens’ Theater, gets into character. In the 
story, Skippyjon Jones, a Siamese cat, daydreams that 
he is a Chihuahua in Mexico.

courtesy photo

Skippyjon Jones, a book by Judy Schach-
ner, was published in 2003. It is the first 
book in the Skippyjon Jones series.
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Students Have a Blast at Winter Formal
Jessica Mains, Editor-in-Chief
...and arrangement of the event.
     At 7:30, DJ Austin Bradle Holtzman welcomed the stu-
dents and started up the music. A DJ since 2000 and heav-
ily favored by the students, Holtzman has worked with the 
school through Bill Cody’s Party Time Productions since 
last year’s Winter Formal.  Student Government Sponsor 
and Upper School teacher Jaime Orozco explained that 
the school plans on bringing him back for Prom in April. 
Throughout the night, Holtzman accepted requests from 
the students and taught them different dances, an expe-

rience that proved memorable for many of the students.
     With only one more dance pending in their final high school 
year, MCA's seniors truly appreciated all the hard work that 
went into planning the dance. Senior Rylee Frisbie said, “It 
was the perfect last winter formal, and definitely a dance I’ll 
never forget.” Toluwalase Olawale, also a senior, added, “It 
was so much fun, especially with the beautiful venue. It was 
a very memorable final Winter Formal. All of student gov-
ernment and Mrs. Orozco's hard work definitely paid off.” 

Baby, It's Cold Outside

Monday: PJ Day 
"[He] who watches over 

you will not slumber."
Psalm 121:3b

Tuesday: Twin Day
"So God created man-
kind in his own image, 
in the image of God he 

created them..."
Genesis 1:27a

Wednesday: Disney 
Day 

"There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 

out fear..."
1 John 4:18a

Thursday: Around 
the World Day

"He said to them, "Go 
into all the world and 
preach the gospel to all 

creation." 
Mark 16:15

Friday: Wild Week 
Shirt

Wild Week- Wild 
About the Word
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Senior Will Jacobs and Junior 
Conner Harbor break from danc-
ing to strike a pose at the Win-
ter Formal 

photo by Laura Smith
DJ Austin enthusiastically teaches students how to 
dance the "wobble" during Winter Formal.
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Sophomore Ashley Ingalls slow 
dances with her date, Antonio 
Mendiola.

photo by Laura Smith 

photo by Laura Smith 
Freshmen Catherine Keyes and 
Will Harrell slow it down a bit 
to  the music. 

The Event Center, decorated in 
blue and white, serves as a great 
backdrop for Winter Formal.

photo by Laura Smith 

Freshmen Althea Wolfe, Marco 
Cueva, Christopher Thomas, and 
Clara O'Neil all take a funny pic-
ture together.

Senior Carly Curran, Sophomore Luke Norell, and 
Junior Paige Noruk do the Cupid Shuffle.

photo by Laura Smith 
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The Varsity cheerleaders, joined by the Lil' Stangs 
cheer get the students excited.

Freshmen Abby Kistner, Clara O'Neil, 
Marissa Wilks, and Annika Ballestro 
pose in their pajamas.

Seventh graders Maddie Grace Gw-
ynn and Hannah Grubbs take a pic-
ture together.

Sophomore Sara Chinners wears a 
festive sombrero and moustache for 
international day.

photo by Makenzie Shaw 
Sophomores Ola Olawale, Ashley In-
galls, and Freshman Emily Angras-
sano show off their foreign clothes.

Freshmen Mary Hana Spencer, Kjer-
styn Franzmeier, and Ashley Proctor 
pose together for a picture showing 
their cute Winnie the Pooh cos-
tumes.

photo by Sydney Tubiolo 

Monday - Pajama Day/ Bad Hair Day

 Sophomore Anna Grace Di Leo 
and Senior Lily Thompson reenact a 
humorous scene from Monsters Inc. 
to show off their Disney themed 
costumes.

Wednesday - Disney Day Thursday - International Day

Friday- Spirit Day

photo by Sydney Tubiolo photo by Makenzie Shaw 

MCA students crowd the SLC getting ready for 
the annual "Wild Week" pep rally. 

photo by Millie Stuessy 

photo by Millie Stuessy 
The Mustang boys basketball team starts their rally chant 
at the end of the pep rally. 

photo by Makenzie Shaw 

Tuesday - Twin/Look Alike Day 

Seniors Nick Weideman and James 
Squiric pose for a picture with their 
funny shirts.

photo by Kristy Clark 

Nathan Gwynn and Ethan Mahadi, 
sixth, show off their funny costumes 
for twin day.

photo by Millie Stuessy 
Senior Will Kuehne adds a bit of flare to 
his "fashion model" walk during the pep 
rally games. 



 McKinney Christian Academy boys 
varsity basketball has had a phenomenal 
season so far this year, by breaking two 
records, and coming out with 16 wins, 
and 11 loses, which is a new record in 
itself. It is also better than they have 
ever done in varsity basketball history 
at MCA. The Mustangs are currently 
fourth in district with an 8-6 record, 
as they strive to win their next two 
games to advance into the playoffs. 
Junior Iquan Martin said, “I am glad I 
have the privilege to be a part of such 
a hardworking team and hopefully we 
can step up our game to earn a spot in 
the playoffs.”
   For some of the players it is their last 
time playing high school basketball. 

But, what a way to end their high school basketball carrier by accomplishing all they have accomplished 
this year so far. Senior, Erik Stuessy was asked how he feels about this season so far, “This is my first year at 
MCA and also my last, but I am glad that I had the chance to be a part of such an incredible season that 
the varsity boys basketball had.”
 MCA Varsity Basketball Head Coach, Cary Bartoo agrees by saying, “I am very proud of this team and 
how far they have come, this is the most successful year we’ve ever had in MCA history.” Bartoo has high 
hopes for his players and hopes to see them improve even more throughout the rest of the season.
The Varsity boys have worked hard to get to where they are, and have truly set the bar high for next year’s 
varsity. 

SportS
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Varsity Boys Making History
Pushing for the Play-offs 

BY THE
NUMBERS

35

03

32

03

Boys Varsity basketball poses for a team picture.
photo by Life Touch

It's been great being a 
part of the best season 
in MCA history and I 
hope we can continue 

our winning streak and 
make a run to playoffs.

-Will Kuehne (11)

We've worked extra hard 
this season and had tons 
of fun at the same time. 

Hopefully our work 
continues to pay of and 
we can make it to state.

-Hannah Wilks (11)

I've really loved being 
a part of the team this 

year. We've worked had 
and played well and I've 
also loved the chance to 
be able to play with my 

sister.
-Marissa Wilks (9) 

My one and only season 
with the team has been 
a great experience and 
I'm so glad to be a part 
of one of MCA's best 

winning streaks.
-Erik Stuessy (11)

I like playing with my 
team and my coach is 

awesome. I love that he 
is our coach and can't 
wait for the rest of the 

season.
-Cody Zbranek (1)

COACH’S CORNER

“         I am very 
proud of this 
team and how 
far they have 
come; this is the 
most successful 
year we’ve ever 

had in 
MCA 
history.

Coach Bartoo

Katie Jones Staff Writer

Senior Will Kuehne steals 
the ball away from an 
oposing Legacy player.

photo by Judy Collins

Ending Strong

   The Middle School boys’ and girls’ basketball 
teams have worked very hard this season. Both teams 
are divided into a Division One and a Division Two 
team. The boys’ Division One team has a record of 
twelve wins and five losses, but every game has been 
successful. Assistant coach David Tucker said, “We 
plan to end the season stronger in rebounds and 
defense and are hoping to finish the district tourna-
ment on top.” With only one game left in the season, 
the Division One boys plan to keep up their good 
work so as to make it to the district tournament at 
the end of the season. Eighth-grader Kevin Currier 
says, “The season has been great, especially as being an 
eighth grader and seeing how much we’ve improved 
since the beginning.” The Division Two boys’ team 

has also had a successful 
season so far with four 
wins and two losses. 
Seventh-grader Jason 
Cross says, “The season 
has been good. We’ve 
gotten a lot better from 
the beginning and each 
player has improved.” 
Both Division One and 
Two boys’ teams have 
done exceptionally well 
this season and look 
forward to the district 
tournament at the end 
of the season.

The Boys Are All In

   The Lil’ Stangs basketball program has six teams 
including a first grade co-ed team, a second grade 
boys team, a third grade boys team, a third and fourth 
grade girls combined team, a fifth grade girls team, 
and a fifth grade boys team. They have all greatly 
improved over the course of this season from their 
start in late November. The teams improved with 
each practice as they put 100% effort into each one. 
Their hard work and dedication has earned them 
several wins over the course of the season, and they 
keep working hard as the season is coming to its end. 
These players may be little, but that doesn’t keep them 
from doing big things. The Lil Stangs’ even had the 
opportunity to a play a mini game in the half times 
of both varsity games. In a recent game, fifth grader 
Roman Huemiller scored 20 points, helping them 
achieve one of their big wins this season. Fifth Grade 
Coach, Wayne Gerdes said, “Our goal for this sea-
son was to improve our skill level each week and to 
have the players begin to come together as one unit. 
During this past weekend's games we began to see 
improved passing, shooting, and defensive play which 
culminated in our first win.” The Lil’ Stangs teams 
always make sure to have fun in every practice and 
game. In fact the third and fourth grade girls team 
enjoyed Lil’ Stangs so much that they are continuing 
on and playing a second another season in the spring.

Working Hard 
A Season to Remember

55

Abbie Parker, Staff Writer

Olivia Mitas, Entertainment Editor

“
Making a Statement
Solid Start to The Season
Christopher Thomas, Staff Writer

Abby Dahl (5) attempts to 
dribble around one of the 
opposing defenders.

photo by Sarah Dahl

        The McKinney Christian Academy JV boys’ season has been in full swing with their team, constantly 
battling other teams almost every Tuesday and Thursday night. The team so far is 12-8 overall and 10-5 in 
district. This win loss ratio places the Mustangs in the third spot in district. The first couple of games were 
tough for the Mustangs as they were playing solid teams but the JV boys have come a long way since the 
first game and are progressing constantly every day in both Forge and practice. JV basketball coach, P.C. 
Christopher, says “My favorite part of coaching is seeing a player progress beyond what they thought was 
possible. The team is working very hard in practice and battling in every game.” The Mustangs’ amazing 
winning streak was dampened on Tuesday, January 13, 2015, when they lost to First Baptist Academy 
Saints with an ending score of 45-69. Though they have lost to the Saints, they still plan on trampling the 
competition. JV Captain, Jack Adelsperger, 11, says “The team this year is a wonderful team with great 
guys. We are working very hard and continue to improve.” The JV team continues to increase in maturity 
and stature as they become more and more confident in who they are for Christ.

Third and fourth grade Lil 
Stangs basketball poses for 
a picture in front of the SLC. 

photo by Sara Norfleet 

Lil Stangs cheerleader, Char-
ley Kate Ledebur (4) shows 
her school spirit at the Wild 
Week pep rally.

photo by  Laura Smith

Junior Matthew Ferreira 
swiftly dribbles the ball 
down the court.

photo byLaura Smith

Mitchel Tyler (7), at-
temps a layup over an 
Ovilla player.

photo by Mike Pawlish
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   The Lady Mustang basketball team has been working 
harder than ever to get back in first place. The team has 
been very focused since the 45-43 loss against Trinity 
Tigers at Cedar Hill. The girls have been doing extra 
workouts and practices to get back in first. The losing to 
Trinity, instead of making the team question their skills, 
fired them up. They began having practices and workouts 
every Saturday. Senior captain, Kayce Zanetell said, “This 
is the best season yet! We’ve been working great as a team 
and have been playing for each other! We’re more like a 
family than a team.” Over Christmas break, the girls were 
at school every day of the week for practices and games 
in MCA’s Round-up Tournament. The team swept the 
tournament competition, beating the Lucas Christian 
Warriors and North Texas Jayhawks with similar scores 
of 61-23 and 61-24 respectively. The championship 
game was against the Legacy Christian Eagles and was a 

closer game, but the Lady Mustangs still won 51-24 and 
everyone on the team got to play. When classes started 
again on January 5th, the Lady Mustangs won an exciting 
game against the Ovilla Christian Eagles which the girls 
scored the highest number points ever with a score of 
86-39. The biggest game of the season was against Trinity 
again. This is the game that the girls had been preparing 
for since the loss against the Tigers earlier in the season. 
All the workouts and practices have been worth it; the 
Lady Mustangs beat Trinity 59-43 and are now tied for 
first place in district. The girls are excited after defeating 
Trinity, but know that there will be tough games ahead 
and they must remain focused and ready for the rest of 
the season. Junior Hannah Wilks said, “We’ve worked 
really hard this season and have had tons of fun at the 
same time. We’ve been pretty successful so far, but are 
still working towards our ultimate goal: The State Finals.”

The Fight For The State Title
Varsity Girls Basketball Shoots for a Title
Althea Wolfe, Staff Writer

Marco Cueva and Mary Hana Spencer, Staff Writers

Girls Varsity basketball poses for a team picture.
photo by Life Touch

Soccer Off to a Great Start
On the Road to Victory
   The Varsity Boys soccer has sur-
prised MCA with a 7-2 winning 
streak. Trinity Cedar Hill Trinity 
was the most anticipated of all the 
games, as it was the very first of 
the season. The game ended with 
a score of 3-0. Next the Mustangs 
played on their own turf, and came 
out with a win against Covenant 
Christian with a score of 3-0. Their 
next game was also a home game 
against Carrollton Christian. This 
game was especially important 
because Carrollton Christian was 
the State Champion the previous 
year. It was a tough game but the 
Mustangs prevailed and won with 
a score of 3-2. But unfortunately, 
their winning streak was cut short 
against Dallas Lutheran with a 
score of 1-4. Nevertheless, the 
Mustangs continue to charge for-
ward to victory as they dominated 
Irving Highland, with a score of 
7-0. The Mustangs replayed Cov-
enant Christian and added to 
their win column with a score of 
13-2. The Mustangs had a very 
important district game against 
Dallas Lutheren, but sadly lost 
again 3-0. When asked how he 
was planning to improve the team 
for this season, Coach Peter Gor-
don said, “We are trying to get the 

skill level up of each player, quick 
passing, good control. As well as 
working on things like stealing 
the ball from an opponent, drib-
bling and awareness of the field.” 
Gordon also stated, “The season 
is going very well.” The Mustangs 
are currently second in district and 
will continue to shoot for their ul-
timate goal, to go to State and win 
the title. 
   McKinney Christian’s Varsity 
girls’ soccer team began their sea-
son on January 6, 2015 with an 
away game against Dallas Cov-
enant. The girls played very well, 
and after a tough fight the girls 
came up short with a score of 
2-4. This team has been practic-
ing and getting into game shape 
for the season since late October. 
The team feels that they are ready 
to give this season their all. “This 
season, I want the girls to work 
hard, have fun and come together 
as a team,” says head coach Ty-
ler Ferguson in hopes of having 
a successful season. “I expect the 
girls to really unite as a team to 
accomplish our goals and make 
it to playoffs this season,” Fergu-
son says. On Thursday January 15, 
MCA girls’ soccer played Irving 
Highlands and beat the Crusaders 

3-1. The following week the Lady 
Mustangs achieved another victo-
ry on Tuesday January 27, against 
Colleyville Covenant with a score 
of 6-0. Their next game was played 
against Dallas Westwood, where 
the girls dominated and won 
the game 7-1. This puts the girls 
with a district record of 2-2 and 
an overall record of 6-2, possibly 
advancing the team to playoffs 
for a state title. Team captain, 
Madi Johnson, says, “It has been 
a great last season, I am pretty sad 
it is my last, but I am so beyond 
thankful for all of the memories, 
opportunities and friendships cre-
ated by this team.”  As seniors, 
Rylee Frisbee and Madi Johnson 
are playing their last winter soccer 
season at MCA and sad that it has 
come to an end, but thankful for 
all of the opportunities soccer had 
given them throughout the years 
they played. All in all, the girls 
are hoping for a successful season 
and are trying to become players 
for Christ. These girls strive to 
be leaders for Christ both on and 
off the field. The Lady Mustangs 
soccer team will continue to give 
it their all and play their hardest 
until the 2014-2015 winter soccer 
season comes to an end.

   The McKinney Christian Academy JV Girls Team 
has been improving steadily over the year to meet the 
expectations put upon them. The Lady Mustangs have 
been working hard in Forge and practice. The girls have 
had a high bar set for them with the constant wins of the 
Varsity Girls team. The JV girls have been meeting the 
very high yet accomplishable expectations of the coaches. 
The girls have played many challenging opponents leading 
to their season being 3-1. The girls accomplished a much 
needed win against Ovilla after their loss against Cedar 
Hill the week before with an ending score of 17-27. JV 

girls Coach, Dan Collins, commented “I personally am 
so proud of these two teams and the product that they 
display on and off the court.” The girls have been running 
and working just as hard as their Varsity counterparts and 
it has not gone unnoticed. JV player, McKinley Tyler, 
9, says “At the beginning of the season we struggled to 
come together as a team and work together but now at 
the end of the season doing all of our workouts, grow-
ing our relationships, we have come together as a team.” 
The rest of the season will be hard but the girls are well 
prepared for anything thrown at them. 

JV Girls Step Up Their Game
Can't Hold These Girls Back From Success
Christopher Thomas, Staff Writer

The wrestling season is in full 
swing, and the Mustangs are 
working hard says MCA wres-
tling coach Chris Jamison. The 
team has competed in many 
duals, tournaments, and quads. 
“Our team is full of champions. 
When we compete, we pin to 
win. Our team is full of legends 
and legends never die. We’re like 
a flock of eagles flying high into 
the sky.” said Sophomore Luke 
Harrell. The wrestling team is out 
to compete and give everyone a 
hard fight. The very first tourna-
ment, senior Boe Field took first 
place at the Paul Aubrey Invita-
tional held at RL Turner High 
School. The second tournament, 
Wylie Invitational, Luke Harrell 
placed second as well as Jackson 
Brock placing fourth. The team 
also had a quad at St. Marks 
where they competed against 
Plano Senior High, Arlington 
Heights, and Fort Worth All 
Saints. “We wrestled tough 
schools but fought hard. It’s 
not about winning and losing 

its about the fight you bring to 
the mat you could say we went 
toe to toe against every school 
we faced,” said Jamison.  The 
wrestling team then headed to 
McKinney Boyd, but suffered 
devastating loss of 36-42 on 
January 15th.  After the upsetting 
loss at Boyd the wrestling team 
fought back to place third at the 
Sam Houston Duals on January 
17th. Prep State Duals was next 
and the Mustang headed to St. 
John’s in Houston where they 
placed sixth in the state. “We have 
a young team this year, but that 
won’t stop us from wrestling hard 
and winning state,” says senior 
captain Boe Field. At the Super 
Six weekend, January 30th and 
31st the Mustangs placed 5th 
wrestling against Saint Marks, 
Highland Park, Skyline, Flower 
Mound, and Trinity Christian 
Academy. Next up is the TAPPS 
State Wrestling tournament held 
at Bishop Lynch February 7th 
and 8th.

Braxton Fillebrown, Staff Writer

Dual for a Title
Mustangs continue to Pin

 The middle school girls’ basketball teams have been 
extremely successful so far this season with the Division 
One team having a record of nine wins and one loss, 
and they are seeded first heading in the play-offs. Head 
Coach Tyler Frisbie says, “Our full court pressure defense 
has been the key this season. But most importantly these 
girls play with character and do a great job in represent-
ing Christ on the basketball court. I could not be more 
proud of these young ladies.”  The team has put in a lot 
of hard work this season. Division One-eighth grader, 
Emma Thompson says, “We’ve been doing really good 

and only lost one game. We’ve all improved because 
Coach Frisbie has helped us improve our skills every 
practice.” The Division Two team has also been improv-
ing drastically throughout the season this year. Although 
they haven’t won many games, they’ve still given their 
all this season. Their record is one win and three losses. 
Coach Fenton says, “We've come a long way from the 
beginning of the season. I am very proud of how hard 
our girls are working.” Both of the middle school girls’ 
basketball teams have had great seasons, and look forward 
to strong finishes as they push for the play-offs. 

A Strong End to a Great Season
Division One and Two For Success
Abbie Parker Staff Writer

Varsity Mustang Que Harris dribbles the ball 
around the opposing Covenant School defender in 
hopes of scoring.
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Freshman Mary Hana Spencer strikes the ball with 
her head in a game against Irving Highlands.
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Joshua Mains, Campus Editor 
Commitment is Crucial
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When we set out to accomplish something we must work toward our goal wholeheartedly. Often, people are afraid of failure, but fear is what’s actu-
ally holding them back. We are also afraid of pain and struggle, but anything worth pursuing in life is difficult. Often we set out striving to better 
ourselves, but so are afraid of change that we stay exactly where we are. Our very souls succumb to temptation and we try to hide the guilt behind 
shrouds of insincerity, hoping no one will see. We lack a commitment to love the very one who died for us. We lack a commitment to Christ the one 
who died an excruciating death. We lack a commitment to the one who created this earth. We are afraid that if we surrender ourselves we will be 
broken. But anything worth pursuing in life is difficult, and requires effort along with commitment. Committing to His will is the best thing we can 
possibly do, because He has the ultimate plans for us. If we did surrender to Him completely He would break us, but he will make us into an even 
more beautiful creation. God will only bring us as close to him as we want him to be. We need to take a leap of faith and dive into Him. Do not be 
afraid of what is ahead but commit to Him. “Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts.” -Winston Churchill.
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