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     At the beginning of the new school 
year, the student government representa-
tives proudly introduce the new student 
body president, Senior Channing Mead. 
He has been attending MCA since the 
eighth grade and has been involved in 
many activities since then. He was select-
ed for this honor because of his Christ-
like qualities and stellar personality. The 
position of student body president does 
not mean that all the power to make de-
cisions resides with that one person, it 
means that they are the most involved 
with the students and will put in the work 
to make many events hosted by MCA 
possible such as dances, homecoming, 
and other various activities. Many people 
agree that Mead is the right choice for 
the first student to receive the honor of 
student of the month this year. Senior 
Jack Sendelbach said, “I think that Chan-
ning’s best qualities are how loving and 
patient he is. Christ really shines through 
the way he treats others.” 

Drama teacher Julie Tucker says, 
“Channing has a really strong will to be 
the best and tries as hard as possible with 
everything he does. He is extremely nice, 
caring, personable, and he doesn’t mind 
working hard to make things possible.”

The student of the month is said to 
have many desirable qualities, because 
they show Christ through how they live. 

“Some of the qualities exhibited 
through Mead are his leadership, kind-
ness, and integrity. His best known qual-
ity is his respectfulness toward others,” 
said student government advisor, Jaimie 
Orozco, “I’ve known him for three years 
and he hasn’t changed one bit. It doesn’t 
matter who is asking what of him, Chan-
ning is always ready and willing to do 
whatever the person requests.” As many 
people have stated, Mead will do any-
thing to make sure he presents himself 
and his work in the best way possible.  
These are the many reasons Channing 
Mead is student of the Month.

New Student Body President

FEATURE

In order to establish unity and friendship McKinney Christian 
Academy’s upper school students and faculty members travelled 
to the Riverbend Retreat Center in Glen Rose, Texas. This year’s 
school-wide theme is: Legacy. This theme challenges everyone in 
the school to serve as building blocks and to lay the foundation for 
our cornerstone, Jesus Christ. Along with this year’s theme comes 
the bible verse. 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 says, ”By the grace God has 
given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone 
else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. 
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.” The Seniors left school a day early to ensure 
that their class could come together as a whole in hopes to go forth 
into the year with a sense of community.

The seniors participated in prayer, worship, multiple fun 
games, small groups, and free time. Senior, Tori Grace Kraft 
said, “This year’s retreat was a blast. I had so much fun dur-
ing my stay there. I also loved getting opportunity to spend the 
extra night with all of my fellow classmates.”  The Freshmen, 
Sophomores, and Juniors loaded the busses the following day 
to meet the Seniors there for a night. When the entire upper 
school body arrived at the retreat center it was time for everyone 
to find their assigned small group and share their personal item 
that he or she was required to bring on the trip. This was just a 
chance for one to share something that was dear to their hearts 
or an item that somehow described them. 

Establishing Unity

All the MCA students gather together for their annual picture at retreat at Riverbend Retreat Center. MCA stu-
dents have also gathered around this years theme, "The legacy continues," in making a legacy for future students.

photo by Laura Smith

story continues on page 02
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Student of the month

Photo by  Kate Witte

Senior, Channing Mead, was selected for the 
honor of being the Student of the Month be-
cause of his christ-like qualities and leadership 
skills that he has shown throughout his life. 

photo by Brian Adkins

Junior, Quinn Revere, 
breaks a tackle in order 
to score a Mustang touch-
down at the game against 
Grace Prep Academy.

photo by Sara Dahl

Senior Hannah Wilks and 
Junior Mikayla Kuehne 
jump up to block a ball 
during the hard fought 
volleyball game against 
Trinity Christian Cedar Hill.
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Fifth graders, Lila Finke and 
Madyson Williams pose 
for a picture at the MCA 
bingo night where many 
people won cool prizes.

Junior, Luke Harrell, strikes 
his best Egyptian mummy  
pose as he gets mummi-
fied as he tries to score 
points for his small group  
team at retreat.

Althea Wolfe, Entertainment Editor

Mary Hana Spencer, Forum Editor
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"By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one 
should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ."

1 Corinthians 3:10-11
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Student Government Reps
Leading the Student Body

Student Government is established at McKinney Chris-
tian Academy to encourage the representatives to help lead 
and serve the upper school body. Student Government is an 
extra curricular activity that allows students to help put on 
dances and work on student and teacher appreciation among 
other things. Throughout the year, they work on putting 
together three dances, design class shirts, and select theme 
days for spirit week. The Student Government works hard 
to make sure that our spirit week dress-up days are to be 
enjoyed by all. This year, a new group day will compete with 
a theme unique and selected by their small group. This week 
will include Small Group Monday, Tacky Tuesday, Ancient 
World Wednesday, Dynamic Duo Thursday and Class Shirts 
on Friday. Representatives work to select unique dances 
like this year's, Circus theme, and Black and White striped 
Tropical Chic Winter Formal. Sophomore, Olivia Mitas, 
said, “My favorite thing about being in student government 
would probably be helping out in picking what our class 
shirts look like. I joined so that I could represent our grade 
and help out the school.” 

Jaimie Orozco is the coordinator for Student Govern-
ment representatives and helps the representatives. MCA 
welcomes this year’s, Student Body President, for the 2015-

1016 school year, senior Channing Mead. Mead, says “My 
favorite thing about being a part of student government 
is having the ability to give meaningful input towards our 
school's dances and events. Acting as a middle-man between 
our student body and the administration allows for better 
communication, resulting in a more gratifying school year.” 
The Freshman representatives are Ansley Nevil, Ella Sickles, 
Nate Albers, and Juliana Roller. The Sophomore represen-
tatives are Will Harrell, McKinley Tyler, Mac Grimes, and 
Olivia Mitas. The Junior Representatives are Jess Williams, 
Anna Grace Di Leo, Zak Albers, and Hannah Glenn. The 
Senior Representatives are Abby Grubbs, Channing Mead, 
Liz Wong, Michael Collum and Kassidy Sweeney. Repre-
sentatives are elected at the end of the school year through a 
voting process from their peers. 

Sophomore, McKinley Tyler, says, “I love being able to 
make decisions for our grade and have leadership role in my 
school. I joined because I wanted to be more involved with 
my school and I wanted to become a better leader.” 

Student Government looks forward to a great year, memo-
rable dances and meeting a goal to hold Prom at the Re-
union Tower. 

photo by Jaimie Orozco 

Adding to the Foundation
The New Addition to MCA

The McKinney Christian Pre-K class has been a 
huge success so far and they are looking forward to 
enrolling a new class due to the large number of stu-
dents. This year, the new Pre-K class is anticipated to 
grow in mind, body, and Spirit while experiencing the 
love and fullness of Christ. The school, now, has two 
Pre-K classes with an average of 12 students in each. 
The classes are taught by Amber Anderson, Pre-KA 
teacher, and Lisa Squiric, the new Pre-KB teacher. To 
help out with these classes the school has taken up a 
student teacher assistant, sophomore, McKinley Ty-
ler. Tyler said, “I love my little class. I look forward 
to teaching them every day. They are adorable.” The 
yearly theme for Pre-KA is sock monkeys that hear, 
speak, and see no evil. The students go through dif-
ferent themes each week such as friendship or love. 
The yearly theme for MCA’s new addition, Pre-KB, 
is caterpillars because they are hungry to learn about 
the Lord. These themes help better the students by 
learning more about God through fun and exciting 

lessons. It also creates a fun learning environment for 
all of the students.

   In the morning the class starts their daily activities 
in a morning gathering by looking at the calendar and 
weather. They also have weekly jobs. MCA teaches 
these vital skills to give the students more responsibil-
ity and teach them about the modern world. Through-
out the day they go through Bible, handwriting, cen-
ters, and enrichment classes. During enrichment they 
cycle through art, Music, P.E., and Spanish. Together 
these classes help the students get a base education 
of all the subjects they will later encounter in middle 
school and upper school. At the end of the class the 
students go over their behavior charts to see what they 
can improve on. MCA teaches Pre-K students to be-
have appropriately during class time. At times they 
can receive prizes based on how they worked during 
the weeks. The Pre-KB class is looking forward to a 
great first year at MCA.

Courtesy Photo

After small groups the MCA students enjoyed some free time. The 
students had the option to enjoy spending time with their friends at the 
pool, launch classmates at the lake, zip line through the woods, or just 
relax in the cabins, and many students grew closer hanging out together 
during this time. Sophomore, Sam Boese said, “The lake was by far the 
best part of the retreat. My favorite part was the blob, where I launched 
the smallest people I could find into the air. Overall, I thoroughly en-
joyed my time at the retreat.”  

The main goal of the 2015-2016 school year is to bring the entire up-
per school body together, to unite them as a whole, and to prepare them 
to be building blocks to set the foundation Christ has called all of His 
followers to set.  

Establishing Unity 

Ashley Proctor, Staff Writer

Kjerstyn Franzmeier, Staff Writer

Student government working hard to cre-
ate an enjoyable homecoming dance during 
lunch on September 9, 2015.

Madison Diedrick and Eli Tahor delivered blue bubbles, 
blueberry muffins, and balloons to teachers for Blue 
Bandit day on September 11th.

photo by Laura Smith

Freshman, Caleb Doyle, and Sophomores, 
Noah Shackelford and Judson William, try to 
blow a bubble with multiple pieces of gum 
at the retreat. 

Annual Upper School Retreat 

photo by Laura Smith

Juniors, Jackie Greenwell and Lexi Vance 
give freshman Zach Reed a make-over 
during the Upper School retreat. 

Mary Hana Spencer, Forum Editor
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MCA at SEEK Camp
Summer Events for Exceptional Campers

  This past summer a small group from McK-
inney Christian Academy came together and at-
tended SEEK camp held in Bridgeport, Texas, for 
special needs children. 

   SEEK camp takes place every summer for 
physically and mentally challenged youth. It pro-
vides fun summer activities for those who require 
special assistance that cannot be given to them 
from other summer camps.

   Sophomore, Marco Cueva said, “Going into it, 
I was very nervous and excited at the same time. 
The week went by so quickly and regardless of how 
hard it was at times, I enjoyed every second of it.” 

   SEEK is a non-denominational Christian 
camp that strives to lead both the campers and 
counselors closer to Christ. It is a five day, four 

night event that has various activities such as arts 
and crafts, music, recreation, swimming, and wor-
ship.

   Charlie Stubbs, sophomore, said, “SEEK was 
an eye-opener, to say the very least. It was a chance 
to see the love and happiness in all the kids around 
me, and an opportunity to see God working in 
the lives and families of those who truly need His 
graceful touch.” 

   Each counselor is given one new camper every 
day, and each night there is a big event that takes 
place, such as a dance or talent show. Senior, Parker 
Barrett said, “SEEK camp can be the best week of 
your life, if you let it. Creating relationships with 
the campers is a truly humbling experience, and I 
cannot wait until next year.” 

photo by Kristen Jackson 

The McKinney Christian Academy students, along with parents, 
pose for SEEK camp pose for a group photo.

Sarah Chinners, Staff Writer

New Teachers, More Friends
Additions to Our MCA Family

Tricia Chinners: All School Nurse. 
Her favorite Bible verse is 1 John 
3:18 and the college she went to 
was Collin College Nursing School. 
And she has always enjoyed helping 
people and being a caretaker. 

photo By Ansley Nevil

Leslie McWhirter: Pre-K Teacher 
assistant. Her favorite Bible verse 
is Philippians 4:13 and she went 
to Belmont University in Nashville. 
She became a teacher was because 
she had wonderful teachers that 
inspired her. 

photo by Sadie Banks
Lori Petrowski: Directed Studies 
Teacher. Her favorite Bible verse is 
Proverbs 3:5 and she went to Provi-
dence College in Rhode Island. She 
teaches because she loves it and 
feels that it is her calling. She is so 
blessed to be at MCA. 

photo by Sadie Banks

Lisa Squiric: Pre-K Teacher. Squiric’s 
favorite Bible verse is Matthew 6:33. 
She teaches because she has had a 
desire ever since she tutored spe-
cial needs children in high school. 
Squiric has a daughter who is a 
senior an a son who graduated last 
year

photo by Sadie Banks

Mark Hernandez: US Spanish ll and 
lll Teacher and Coach. His favorite 
Bible verse is 2 Timothy 1:7 and 
he went to college at Lubbock 
Christian University. He became a 
teacher so he could mold minds. 

photo by Sadie Banks

Mary Barrett: Sign Language lll-
Teacher. Barrett’s favorite Bible 
verse is Psalm 23:3 and she went 
to the University of Texas at Dal-
las. She teaches because she loves 
all kids. 

photo by Ansley Nevil

Saide Banks, Staff Writer

Belinda Kennedy: Upper School 
Spanish l Teacher. Kennedy’s favor-
ite Bible verse is Matthew 28:16-20 
and she went to Abilene Christian 
University. She teaches because she 
loves to explore different languages 
and watching her students explore. 

photo by Sadie Banks 

Maricarmen Buhr: Lower School 
Spanish and Technology Teacher. 
Her favorite Bible verse is Ephesian 
6 and she went to Loyola University 
and University of Texas at El Paso. 
She teaches because she loves learn-
ing languages and teaching them to 
others. 

photo by Ansley Nevil
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 Summer Stories

Junior Anna Keebler verbally committed to 
play lacrosse at Liberty University in Virginia.

Senior Tori, freshman Graham, and seventh 
grader Gabby Kraft went camping as a family.

Senior Hannah Wilks and Sophomore Marissa 
Wilks climbed Mt. Elbert in Leadville, Colorado. 

photo by  Heather Keebler
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Eighth grader Aiden Flanagan and seventh 
grader Brendan Flanagan went to Hawaii.

Fifth grader Katy Almeida and her cousins ran 
in a mile road race around Gillette Stadium.

First grader Luke and pre-ker Mason McAnally 
went to Vail, Colorado with their family.

courtesy photo

courtesy photo courtesy photo Sarah Krusing (5), Kate Nordhaus (5), and 
Nate Krusing (2) went to Broken Bow Lake, 
Oklahoma to swim and tube. 

Seventh grader Asa Miller went snorkeling at 
a beach near Mexico.

Sophomore Avery Phillips travelled to the Do-
minican Republic for a mission trip. 

photo by  April Nordhaus
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Michael O'Neil, Staff Writer

Baking with Banks
Brownie in a Mug

by Sadie Banks

Ingredients
¼ cup flour
¼ cup sugar

2 TBSP cocoa 
(Unsweetened)
Pinch of salt

Pinch of cinnamon
¼ cup water

2 tbsp canola or 
vegetable oil

1 to 2 drops vanilla 
extract

Directions
1. Mix all ingredi-

ents in a mug.
2. Microwave start-
ing with 60 seconds 
and increase time 
until brownie is 

done.

Let cool and “voila” 
your brownie is 

done!
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Seventh graders Mollianne Martin, Alyssa Ballestro, and Danielle 
Hoffschwelle pose for a picture and hold baskets over their heads.

Contemplating her choices, second grader Lizzie 
Gutschlag chooses her prize after she won. 

Fifth graders Lila Finke and Madyson Wil-
liams look at the prizes.

Fun for All Ages
All School Bingo Night

   Before the 2015-2016 school year began, multiple McK-
inney Christian Academy students attended Marching 
Band Camp where they learned new skills and techniques 
to enhance their future performances this year. The camp 
occurred just before the first day of school in order to pre-
pare the students for the upcoming year and events. The 
McKinney Christian Academy campus hosted approxi-
mately 38 students who were eager to learn many march-
ing band fundamentals and techniques. Freshman, Ethan 
Kane said, “I was very amused all throughout the camp. I 
am so happy to be apart of the band and I absolutely cannot 
wait for this year. I think the band will do well because Mr. 
Snow has just really encouraged and taught us all so much.” 
   The morning began outside where both middle school 

and upper school students learned how to properly march 
with good posture, stand at attention, and roll to their feet.  
After enduring the summer’s heat, the band members en-
joyed popsicles and lunch. After lunch, everyone moved 
inside to the band hall to practice their music.  The camp 
improved the bands in both the ability to march and suc-
cessfully play their music as a whole band.  The members 
of the bands are excited to show the school what they have 
been practicing during the halftime show of the homecom-
ing football game, which is the first game of the season. 
The Middle and Upper School Band Director, Mr. Snow 
said, “ Be looking out for more exciting performances from 
the Mighty Mustang Marching Band on Friday nights!”

Marching Madness
Taking a Step in the Right Direction

Christopher Thomas, Campus Editor

Mary Hana Spencer,  Forum Editor

The SLC was filled with laughter and mo-
ments of apprehension as the bingo numbers 
were called out. Bingo night is an annual event 
held at MCA for the student body, staff and 
their families.

Not only did the middle and lower school 
families and staff enjoy this night but also the 
upper school student body and MCA staff. 
Tenth grader Charlie Stubbs said “Bingo 
night is a great way for families and friends to 
connect and enjoy their weekend.” Stubbs had 
won a Kung Fu Panda DVD with his lucky 
bingo card. Junior Madi Hydock stated, “Bin-
go night is really fun because I get to come and 
see all my friends and win awesome prizes.” 

The middle school had many students come 
out and participate in the games. Eighth 
grader Marc Voelkel, commented, “I love the 
MCA spirit while my friends and I are playing 
a competitive game of bingo.” 

However, the biggest participants came 
from the lower school. Second grader Avery 
Grace Olson said “I like bingo night because 
I love playing bingo and meeting new people.” 
You could see the joy and excitement that the 
lower school students had while playing bingo 
and eating pizza. 

Bingo night was a night that many people 
enjoyed. Even though not all won prizes, they 
still found the night enjoyable.  

courtesy photocourtesy photo

The MCA band practices marching in order 
to become better for the halftime shows 
of the football games.

courtesy photo

The drumline practices snare and bass 
drum techniques during the extra drumline 
practice.

courtesy photo

courtesy photo
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A group of fifth and sixth grade girls look over the 
prizes after playing a game of bingo. 
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Friday Night Lights
New Season, New Potential

  With high expectations for the season, the 
Mustang volleyball teams have tackled the be-
ginning of season head on. MCA middle school 
teams and upper school teams have stated that 
they are already working hard to achieve their 
goals and have a great season.
  Waverly Frisbee, 8th, says, “my favorite things 
about volleyball this year is definitely the games, 
also it is so much fun to be with such encourag-
ing teammates and coaches that always encour-
age us and tell us what we are doing wrong.” The 
record for Division One is a 5-6. Division One 
was off to a slow start but have come together 
and won their first district match. The record 
for Division Two is 6-7, this means that they 
have only lost one game so far Coach Fenton 
says, “this team, has worked really hard and has 
definitely shown it on the court.”
  JV talks about how they have learned a lot 
about teamwork this season. The record for the 
season so far is  7-3.  Makayla Dahl, 9th, says, 

“I have learned that working together is more 
important to success than just one individual 
bringing the team to success.” Scout Mayber-
ry, 9, says, “This year has already started off so 
strong and can only  get better from here on 
out.”
  Varsity this year has set very high goals after 
graduating six seniors. Emma Lowes, 9th, says, 
“This team is not just a volleyball  team, we are 
a family on and off the court.”  This year's cap-
tains are Katie Dossey and Hannah Wilks. The 
volleyball team hosted the Sixth Annual Tour-
nament of Champions during the weekend of 
.August 20th to 23rd, and placed fourth out of 
sixteen teams.  Varsity’s record is 13 - 7 and 2. 
Currently varsity holds second place in district. 
Their biggest opponent is Rockwall, who is also 
placed first in district. The next time Varsity will 
play Rockwall is the Thursday of homecoming 
week, October 1, at MCA. Come out, support 
the volleyball teams, and cheer them on.

Dominating in District
After Six Graduate, Mustangs Still Succeed

BY THE
NUMBERS

22

21
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"I love playing football 
this year. Fall has always 
been one of my favorite 
times of year because 
of  the work we put in 

during football."
-Judson Williams (10)

"This has been one of 
my favorite volleyball 

teams I've ever been on. 
I love how we always 

work together as a 
family. "

-Avery Phillips (10)

"I like being with my 
friends. I also like 

playing football with 
them. I learned that 
when you throw you 

have to back up."
-Judd Witte (3) 

"It's been a great season. 
We have a lot of fast 

runners. We have a good 
chance to take state and 

get some rings."
-Madi Hydock (11)

4
Junior Jackson Brock loads up to fire a great 
pass across the field to Junior Quinn Revere.

photo  by Brian Adkins

Freshman Rex Collins drives the extra point 
kick in to boost the Mustang's score.

photo  by Sharon Boese

Freshman, Emma Lowes jump sets the ball 
while junior Katie Dossey waits for the set 
during the annual Tournament of Champions.

photo  by Wendy McDowell

Will Harrell, Sports Editor

Ansley Nevil, Staff Writer

  Varsity: McKinney Christian Academy is 
known for having a skilled football team and 
although the season started a little bit slow, 
things are looking optimistic for the year 
ahead. The Mustangs opened up against skilled 
Grace Preparatory School and suffered a tough 
loss against the Lions. The following week the 
Mustangs lost a close game of 23-20 to Prince 
of Peace. Junior, Hayden Foote said, “This loss 
was good for us. It was a necessary wake up call 
to our team. We can only get better from here.” 
Senior Captain, Conner Harbor commented, 

“I believe with our team’s chemistry this year, 
we can really go far. Our football team is truly 
a family this year and I can’t wait to see where 
it takes us.” Head Coach, Rodney Doyle stated, 
“The upperclassmen’s character, work ethic, 
and love for MCA’s program combined with 
the coaching staff who have a very specific goal 
and mindset in terms of the teams direction 
has made coaching a real joy.”  The football 
team has the potential to be great this year if 
they can come together and work as a team.

    Middle School: With the start of the new school year all sports are in full swing, especially 
middle school football. Coaches and players saw first-hand what they were capable of during 
their game against Prince of Peace with a dominating score of 44 to 6. The team of 30 players are 
all ready to take on any competitors because of all the intense and difficult hard work they have 
invested in the sport. Head coach, Chance Gray said, “Based on all of the hard work that all of 
these young men have put in, this should be a great year for middle school football.”  They are 
led by eighth grade captains Ford Dossey, JB Moore, Matthew Smith and Mitchell Tyler lead 
the team. The team has a winning record of 2-0. The Mustangs next opponents are at Temple 
Christian, Colleyville Covenant and Forth Worth Lake Country. Even though football is a fun 
team sport head coach, Chance Gray said, “Our goal as middle school coaching staff is to show 
these young guys how the game of football can grow them as Christian men.” Get ready for 
MUSTANG FOOTBALL!!!

Eighth grader Aby Beck puts up a block while 
her teammates eighth graders Courtney Mar-
tin, Caitlyn Cooper and Maddie Pettit play 
defense behind her. The D1 team beat the 
Lady Tigers 2-0.

photo  by Sarah Dahl 

Michael O'Neil, Staff Writer

Thursday Afternoon Sunshine
Going for the Win

Eighth Grader, Sam Harrell carries the ball 
for a 16 yard gain during the middle school 
football game against Coram Deo. 

photo  by Sharon Boese
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	 As	 the	 school	 year	 begins	 the	 cross	 country	 team	
trains	with	determination	to	come	home	with	a	trophy	from	
state.	The	team	has	been	working	strenuously	to	achieve	this	
goal.	
				Aidan	McKeller,	7th,	commented,	“I	joined	cross	country	
because	it	makes	me	a	better	athlete.”	Cross	country	trains	the	
athletes	to	run	faster	over	a	longer	period	of	time.	This	is	very	
beneficial	 to	 the	 runners	who	play	other	 sports	 that	 require	
running.	Coach	Chris	Jamison	said,	“I	like	pushing	kids	and	
helping	them	achieve	great	things	they	didn’t	know	they	were	
capable	of.”	
				Cross	country	is	also	a	way	to	meet	other	students	from	dif-
ferent	grades.	Christian	Pierce,	10th,	pointed	out,	“My	favorite	
part	of	cross	country	is	meeting	all	the	people.”	Getting	along	
and	cooperating	with	each	other	is	an	important	part	of	team-
work.	 Encouragement	 is	 another	 part	 of	 teamwork.	 When	

asked	how	the	team	encourages	her,	Brooke	Fillebrown,	8th,	
said,	“The	coaches	are	very	encouraging	and	everyone	cheers	
you	on	 in	 the	meets.”	The	first	meet	was	 a	great	 chance	 for	
everyone	to	cheer	the	others	on.	
				The	annual	Mud	Run	is	a	much	anticipated	meet	for	the	
team.	This	year,	it	was	the	first	one	of	the	season.	Ryan	Shel-
ton,	9th,	said,	“I	like	the	mud	run	because	it’s	different	than	all	
the	other	meets.	You	get	to	run	through	mud-	it’s	awesome.”	
Besides	 running	 through	a	deep	mud	pit	 twice,	 the	 runners	
also	had	to	jump	over	multiple	hay	bales	as	well	as	other	ob-
stacles	throughout	the	three	mile	course.	
	 The	 fastest	 times	 for	 varsity	 girls	 were	 achieved	 by	
Madi	Hydock,	11th,	and	Kara	Vita,	9th.	The	fastest	times	for	
varsity	boys	were	achieved	by	Riley	Pyle,	9th,	and	Garrett	Lee,	
11th.	Vita	commented,	“I	can’t	wait	to	see	how	our	team	pro-
gresses	from	this	meet	to	the	others	and	eventually	to	state.”

Going	for	Gold
Run	Fast,	Don't	be	Last.

The varsity boys cross country team pray together 
before the Celina meet to help keep themselves 
calm before they run the one mile relay.

photo  by Brian  Adkins

The McKinney Christian Academy varsity cheerlead-
ers pose for a picture with their Faithful Buddy 
Instructor, Marissa, after winning 1st place in their 
division at Fellowship of Christian Cheerleaders 
Cheer Camp. The camp was held at Dallas Baptist 
University this summer. 

photo  by Tracey Bartoo

Fifth grade Lil Stangs volleyball team poses for a 
picture with the varsity volleyball team right before 
the Lady Mustangs take the court against Dallas 
Covenant.

photo  by Sara Dahl 

			The	varsity	cheerleaders	work	every	day	to	better	their	skills	
and	to	make	sure	 there	 is	plenty	of	school	spirit	among	the	
students.	Much	of	 this	work	began	 in	 the	 summer	 to	make	
sure	 they	 were	 well	 prepared	 for	 the	 upcoming	 year	 full	 of	
games,	pep-rallies,	and	much	more.	
			During	the	summer,	the	varsity	cheerleaders	headed	to	Dal-
las	Baptist	University	for	cheer	camp.	Throughout	the	week,	
the	girls	learned	new	routines	and	dances,	as	well	as		stunts	and	
jumps.	Not	only	did	the	girls	learn	new	material	but	also	they	
grew	closer	 as	 a	 squad.	The	Fellowship	of	Christian	Cheer-
leaders,	 or	 FCC,	 led	 the	 camp	 by	 sharing	 their	 passion	 for	
cheer.	The	squad	also	reunited	with	the	former	MCA	varsity	
cheer	captain,	Marissa	Full,	who	is	part	of	the	staff	at	FCC.	
			This	year’s	team	is	the	largest	varsity	squad	in	the	history	of	
the	 school.	With	 16	 varsity	 cheerleaders,	 the	 squad	 has	 the	
opportunity	to	execute	a	variety	of	different	routines	for	the	
upcoming	season.	Because	this	squad	is	so	large,	there	is	a	di-

verse	group	of	girls,	making	them	the	only	MCA	team	with	
a	 four	 year	 age	 difference.	 Senior,	 Katie	 Pawlish,	 said,	“It	 is	
fun	getting	to	know	the	younger	teammates	because	without	
cheer,	I	probably	wouldn’t	have	ever	met	them.	It	is	also	awe-
some	that	we	are	not	separated	into	different	grades	and	that	
we	are	all	one	team.”
			The	varsity	cheerleaders	strive	to	leave	a	legacy	at	MCA	this	
year.	When	 asked	 about	 her	 goals	 for	 the	 year,	 Coach	 Julie	
Tucker	said,	“My	goal	for	this	season	is	to	grow	together	 in	
skill	and	to	make	a	bigger	impact	on	the	student	body.”	
	 The	cheerleaders	want	students	to	enjoy	school	activ-
ities	such	as	games,	pep	rallies,	and	other	events.	Sophomore	
McKinley	Tyler,	said,	“We	are	strong	spiritually	and	mentally.	
I	 love	the	group	of	girls.”	With	this	 love	for	each	other	and	
strength	as	a	group,	the	cheerleaders	will	undoubtedly	achieve	
their	goal	for	the	upcoming	school	year.		

Early	Start	to	Build	Spirit
Starting	off	Strong

Juliana	Roller,	Staff Writer

Madison	Yates,	Staff Writer

As	fall	rolls	around	again,	the	first	through	fifth	graders	begin	
to	 anticipate	 the	 season	 to	 come.	 	The	 Lil’	 Stangs	 is	 a	 pro-
gram's	purpose	is	to	operate	and	coordinate	an	athletic	pro-
gram	for	Kindergarten-5th	graders,	allow	MCA	students	 to	
play	in	an	organized	sport,	and	foster	school	spirit.	It	is	teach-
ing	students	to	play	for	Christ,	and	in	time,	will	strengthen	the	
athletic	program.
					This	organization	is	strengthening	the	school’s	sports	de-
partment.	Tara	Ackmann,	the	director	of	the	Lil’	Stangs,	said,	
”...It	builds	camaraderie	and	chemistry	among	our	school	and	
their	teammates,	and	then	when	these	younger	students	move	
on	to	middle	school	and	upper	school	they	have	already	built	
that	 bond	 and	 friendship	 with	 the	 students	 they	 have	 been	
playing	with	for	years.”	
The	program	began	last	year	but	was	in	the	works	two	years	

before	that.	Already,	students	have	made	memories	and	bonds	
with	their	classmates.	When	asked	about	playing	Lil’	Stangs	
baseball	last	year,	Mitchell	Collum,	5th,	replied	“I	loved	being	
able	to	hang	out	with	my	friends	after	school,	and	the	coaches	
made	learning	baseball	fun.”			
	 	 	 	 	 The	 Lil'	 stangs	 have	 just	 kicked	 off	 their	 fall	 seasons,	
volleyball,soccer,cheer,	 and	 football.	 Volleyball	 player	 Sky	
Miller,	4th	said,	"I	am	most	excited	about	learning	new	things	
this	volleyball	season."	
					Not	only	is	this	program	building		relationships	and	athletic	
ability,	but	it	is	teaching	young	athletes	teamwork	and	other	
valuable	attributes	that	they	will	be	able	to	use	in	other	sports	
when	they	are	older.	Ackman	said,	“I	am	excited	for	this	sea-
son,	because	last	year	was	such	a	success	that	I	can’t	wait	to	see	
what	happens	with	this	season.”

Lil	Stangs,	Big	Goals
Teaching	Teamwork	at	a	Young	Age
Kate	Witte,	Staff Writer

Juniors Anna Keebler and Sarah Chinners, and 
freshman Juliana Roller push to the finish line dur-
ing the Boyd Invitational. 
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First grade Lil stangs soccer team charges after the 
ball during their first soccer game. The Lil Stangs 
defeated their opponents 3-2. 
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When Tragedy Strikes
Our Response to Life’s Troubles
Joshua Mains, Editor-in-chief

In our news we have seen people who are being per-
secuted for their faith in throughout the world. ISIS 
has been an issue for all Christians and missionaries 
for months on end. The new gay marriage rulings have 
caused a lot of turmoil between Christians and secu-
lars. Even the church in North Carolina has felt the 
devastating effects of the persecution we face. During 
these times of hardship we are called to be lights in a 
dark world. Though we as Christians will face many 
trials and tribulations, we have faith in the hope that 
is Jesus Christ. It is the hope in Him that gives us 

strength for today and hope for tomorrow. Though 
tragedy and hardship will fall upon us, we have hope 
to overcome these situations, and the love that we have 
in Jesus will shine bright. As Christians, we show our 
light by the way we act in these situations. We show 
God’s light and glory in the way we handle difficul-
ties, and we are the people whom God has called to 
be lights in a dark world. It is us, who are placed in 
difficult situations, who have the greatest opportunity 
to show the world the hope we have in Jesus Christ.

Groundbreaking Gum Grafting!
• Gum Grafting • No Incision • No Suture

Dr. Marco Cueva is the only periodontist in Texas 
certified to perform this revolutionary procedure.

Certified by the American Board 
of Periodontology

Marco Cueva, D.D.S., M.S.

Periodontics and Dental Implants – Allen , TX • Assistant Professor – Baylor College of Dentistry • Department of Periodontics, Texas A&M, Health and Science Center  
972-390-9944  • 1511 W. McDermott Dr., Suite 200, Allen TX 75013  •  www.perioexcellence.com
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