
Contact info: MCA Upper School  3601 Bois D’ Arc Rd.  McKinney, TX 75071  Phone: (214) 544-2658.  Please submit comments, questions, editorial responses to:  jcollins@mckinneychristian.org

Inside
Iss

uethis

story on page 11

7

3

story on page

McKinney Christian Academy

the

October 2009 Volume 8 Issue 2

story on page

ManeEdition

Area

Varsity volleyball 
reaches regional finals 
in 2009 TAPPS State 
playoffs
story on page 6

EXTENDED EDITION!!!

 Entertainment staff writer Andrea 
Bruno gives a compelling review of 
the poignant and memorable movie 
Where the Wild Things Are.

   MCA’s junior high football team has a 
successful season under the leadership 
of eighth graders such as Hayden 
Wyatt and finish with an outstanding 
record of 8-1.

   Filled with days expressing creativity, 
humor and spirit, Homecoming Week 
2009 was a big hit.
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Snack TimeCreative Corner

**If you would like to have 
your art work in the Creative 

Corner, please speak with your 
teacher and they will contact 
the MCA Journalism Staff.

Ingredients:
- 1 pkg.  (8oz.) Philadelphia Cream 
Cheese, softened
- ½ cup Kraft Mayo Real Mayonnaise
- 1/3 cup sliced green onions
- 1 pkg. (10 oz.) frozen chopped spin-
ach, thawed, well drained
- 1 cup Kraft Natural Italian Style 
Cheese Crumbles
- ½ cup chopped roasted red peppers

Directions:
1. Beat cream cheese, mayo, and on-
ions in a bowl until well blended.
2. Add spinach and mix until blended 
slightly.
3. Stir in cheese crumbles and pep-
pers.
4. Refrigerate at least one hour.
MAKES: 3 cups

Ingredients: 
- 2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, 
softened
- 1/2 cup white sugar
- 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
- 2 eggs
- 1 (9 inch) prepared graham cracker 
crust
- 1/2 cup pumpkin puree
- 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
- 1 pinch ground cloves
- 1 pinch ground nutmeg
- 1/2 cup frozen whipped topping, 
thawed

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees Fahr-
enheit. 
2. In a large bowl, combine cream 
cheese, sugar and vanilla. Beat until 
smooth. Blend in eggs one at a time. 
Remove 1 cup of batter and spread 
into bottom of crust; set aside. 
3. Add pumpkin, cinnamon, cloves 
and nutmeg to the remaining batter 
and stir gently until well blended. 
Carefully spread over the batter in 
the crust. 
4. Bake in preheated oven for 35 to 
40 minutes, or until center is almost 
set. Allow to cool, then refrigerate 
for 3 hours or overnight. Cover with 
whipped topping before serving. 

“It was really extremely good, I 
loved it!” ~Ashley Christopher, tenth 
grade.

BY ANDREA BRUNO AND MICHAL SMITHBY KAYLA FARR

   Maddy Vonhagel, eigth grade, 
made a turkey to show her love 
for sharing the joy of Thanks-
giving.   

“This turkey makes me happy.”

   Hanna Marshall, 
ninth grade, drew 
a festive pumpkin 
to celebrate the fall 
season.

“I love pumpkins 
because they are 
orange and they are 
fun to carve.”

Pumpkin 
Cheesecake

Spinach & 
Cheese Dip

* * *

* * *

“It was deliciously tasteful.” 
~Taylor Buckaloo, tenth grade.
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Movie 
Mania

Star 
Chart

 *              Not very good, not suggested.
 * *           Good, partially suggested.
 * * *        Well done, suggested.
 * * * *     Excellent, highly suggested.

**These songs are current popular hits as voted on by top artists and are not being promoted by 
the MCA Journalism Staff. However, the lyrics have been reviewed by our staff for inappropriate 
content and if such content is discovered, they will not be listed.

JukeBox
Genre Artist Song

 BITS    
   PIECES

N’

BY MICHAL SMITH

One of the most 
endearing books of all time, 
Where the Wild Things Are 
was sure to be a hit in theaters, 
bringing in a shocking $32.5 
million in box office sales the 
first weekend alone. 

Where the Wild Things 
Are is a compelling story of 
how young Max, played by Max 
Records, is trying to find his place 
in this crazy world.  Problems 
at home cause him to run away, 
leading him to an island where 
he finds the Wild Things.   They 
are looking for a leader, and Max 
is looking to rule.  He promises 
happiness, a quality that we are 
all looking for.  He soon finds 
out, however, that ruling isn’t as 
easy as he thought when the Wild 
Things are quite unpredictable in 
their actions and emotions.

All of the troubles put 
aside, Where the Wild Things 
Are sure knows how to let us 
know that sometimes, being 
ourselves is the most important 

thing.  It’s okay to sing in public 
and dance even though everyone 
is watching.  Although uplifting, 
putting myself in the mind set of 
children 10 and under, I wouldn’t 
like this movie very much.  The 
characters are big, scary, and 
might be perceived as evil.  Max 
has some anger problems, and his 
mother is divorced.   The movie’s 
location is all around dark and 
it isn’t very interesting for the 
younger audience.

When Max feels alone 
in his world, he goes out to find 
himself, to find people like him. 
This is just like the Christian 
aspect of acceptance and letting 
people into your life. Where the 
Wild Things Are does have a 
good ending message regardless 
of the negative content.  

I give this movie three 
out of four stars.  

Fame is an interesting 
movie about breaking into the 
world of performing arts.  This 
remake from 1980 is still a 
musical, but this time around, the 
story follows a few more than four 
characters and contains less leg 
warmers.  

The opening scenes 
accurately portray the stresses of 
trying to be in the spotlight, and 
being under so much pressure 
along with the stresses of trying to 
be in the spotlight while teens are 
constantly pressured to do better, 
work harder; try just an inch more. 
In this generation, I think that we 
can all relate, especially when it 
seems the world is turning away 
from God.   

Freshman year.  The 
new students grace the halls of 
The New York High School of 
Performing Arts. Some succeed, 
others fail.  If the students’ grades 
drop below a 70, they are out, for 
good.

Sophomore year.  Many 
students have the disputed 
differences with parents that go 
with being a teenager; this year 
focuses a lot on that time.  Students 
get their hopes up, and later find 
that not everyone can be trusted.

Junior year.  This is the 
big letdown.  Some find that this 
field may not be right for them and 
others just don’t understand why 
they were not picked, why they 
were not cast, or why they cannot 
sing well enough.  

Senior year.  Most have 
survived these final months of high 
school.  The characters know that 
they can all be someone; but for 
some of the students, the teachers 
do not share the same dream for 
them.  This is the final number.

The bittersweet movie 
kept my attention throughout.  The 
movie altogether would have been 
better without curse words (which 
may not make it suitable for 
young children). Coming from a 
Christian perspective, I think that 
this movie teaches us what NOT 
to do, and some could even learn 
from the characters’ mistakes in 
the movie. Sadly, it never focused 
much on the deep relationships 
between the characters that it 
attempts to show.  The ending is 
a bit clichéd, but all in all, it has a 
decent plot line with good music 
and actors. 

I give this movie three 
out of four stars.

Where the Wild 
Things Are (PG) Fame (PG)

BY ANDREA BRUNO BY KAYLA FARR

Alternative    Paramore          Ignorance

Acoustic     Aaron Sprinkle          Boy Who Stopped The World

Christian Rock    Classic Crime          Closer Than We Think

Foreign Rock          Sigur Rós          Sæglópur

Electronic    The Spin Cycle          Last

Pop     Yael Naim          New Soul

Folk     Laura Gibson          Hands in Pockets

Rock     Underoath          The Created Void

     

•	 Snails can sleep for 3 years.

•	 Paparazzi means “Buzzing 

Mosquitoes” in Italian.

•	 Leonardo Da Vinci invented 

the scissors.

•	 It took engineers 22 years to 

design the zipper.

•	 In England, the Speaker of the 

House is not allowed to speak.

•	 There are more chickens than 

people in the world.

•	 One man had the hiccups for 

69 years.

•	 Your heart beats over 100,000 

times per day.

•	 Wedding cake was originally 

thrown at the bride and groom, 

instead of eaten by them.

•	 Six 8-stud Lego pieces can be 

combined 102,981,500 ways.

•	 Stewardesses is the longest 

word that can be typed using 

only the left hand.

•	 Hobophobia is the fear of 

bums or beggars.

•	 111,111,111 x 111,111,111 = 

12,345,678,987,654,321

•	 Walt Disney, the creator of 

Mickey Mouse, was afraid of 

mice.

•	 The opposite sides of a dice 

always add up to seven.

•	 Crocodiles swallow stones to 

help them dive deeper.

•	 Mel Blanc, the voice of Bugs 

Bunny, was allergic to carrots.

•	 Dueling is legal in Paraguay 

as long as both parties are 

registered blood donors. 

•	 Chewing gum while peeling 

onions will keep you from 

crying. 

•	 Blueberry Jelly Bellies were 

created especially for Ronald 

Reagan.

•	 Porcupines can float in water.

www.randomfaq.com
www.crazyfacts.org

www.listofphobias.org
www.randomfacts.com
www.tealdragon.com

* * * * * *
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There have been and always will 
be debates over the relationship between 
church and state. In nearly every culture and 
country, there is a predominant religious 
inclination that most of the population 
favors. For instance, in most Middle Eastern 
countries, the primary religion is Islam. In 
India, it is Hinduism. In Asian countries, 
it is Buddhism. In the Western world, the 
primary religion seems to be Christianity 
throughout several continents, so the issue 
is not between different religions, but 
different denominations. Although all of 
these countries have different religious 
influences in their culture, there are other 
religions intertwined. There may be some 
Christian influence in Muslim countries, or 
some Hindu influence in Buddhist countries. 
The United States of America is the most 
religiously diverse country in the world. It 
has influences from all forms of the religions 
previously mentioned and hundreds, maybe 
thousands of other religions not mentioned. 
The fact of the matter is that America is such 
a significant melting pot of religion because it 
has a definitive separation of church and state. 
The debate over the relationship between 
church and state has always had specific 
relevance in America. Based on President 
Obama’s recent declaration that America 
is not a Christian nation, my government 
class was asked to consider if America is 
a Christian nation, or not? I say no it is not 
and it never has been based on the grounds 
of the clouded religious beliefs of the men 
who drafted our Constitution, the separation 
of church and the federal government so 
blatantly set forth in this Constitution, and 
the separation of church and state that exists 
within our nation today.

America was first settled by British 
immigrants trying to escape religious 
persecution in England. The conjoining of 
church and state in Great Britain had caused 
problems too difficult to handle for some 
people, so they made a brave escape to the 
New World. As America became more and 
more inhabited, religion became more and 
more diverse. People think that this diversity 
was solely focused on the differences 
between separate Christian denominations, 

but this is not true. Religions completely 
separate from Christianity began to influence 
the people of this new land. Deism was 
one of the religions. Deism is belief in God 
based on the application of our reason on 
the designs/laws found throughout Nature. 
The designs presuppose a Designer. Deism 
is therefore a natural religion and is not a 
“revealed” religion (http://www.deism.com/
deism_defined.htm). In practical terms, 
Deism is the belief that God does exist and 
He did create the universe. After He created 
it, He just sat back and watched it function 
on its own. Basically, Deists believe that 
God is a “master clock-winder” of sorts and 
just lets nature takes its course. This belief 
completely denotes everything Christianity 
stands for and reveals about God. It is easy for 
people to think that since God is mentioned 
in historical texts and quotes surrounding our 
Founding Fathers, they were automatically 
Christians. If you say you believe in God, 
that does not automatically make you a 
Christian. You have to have faith, and some 
of our Founding Fathers had misplaced faith. 
If anything, America was founded as much 
on Deistic ideas, as Christian principles.

 When considering the separation 
of church and state in America, one must 
reference the first three words of the 
Constitution. “We the people…” These three 
words immediately establish a separation 
between church and state in the foundation of 
our nation, which is the Constitution, the law 
of the land. This takes away any power from 
God, or any form of religion for that matter, 
and puts it all in the hands of the people. The 
omission of God in the Constitution did not 
come out of forgetfulness, but rather out of 
the Founding Fathers purposeful intentions 
to keep government separate from religion 
(http://nobeliefs.com/Tripoli.htm). It is well 
documented that many of our Founding 
Fathers professed their position that the 1st 
Amendment of the Constitution created a 
strong separation between church and state. 
In some cases, this opinion was held to 
promote the protection of the church from 
the state. This further supports my position 
that America has never, at any point, been 
a Christian nation. You cannot have a true 

Christian nation with a separation of church 
and state. Many suggest this separation 
protects the church from state interference, 
but in doing so it establishes the concept that 
the state is not interwoven with the church, 
therefore, it does not create a theocracy. 
Because the Founding Fathers put emphasis 
on the separation of church and state in 
our Constitution, other religions were free 
by American law to influence our society. 
This started even before the drafting of the 
Constitution and all it has done since then is 
grow into the melting pot that our nation is 
today.
 
 If America was not a Christian 
nation to begin with, then it is definitely 
not one now. All modernization has done 
for Christianity in our society is blur the 
lines between what is true and false as far 
as religion is concerned. There is an even 
larger gap between church and state now 
compared to two hundred years ago. America 
is not a Christian nation, nor does it need to 
be. It is not the specific job of the church to 
concern itself with the state. The purpose 
of the church is to “make disciples of all 
nations”, not to explicitly involve itself in the 
matters of the government. It is alright for 
Christians to get involved in politics, but not 
the Christian church. This would mean that 
while the church does have a responsibility to 
preach on abortion, homosexuality, marriage, 
murder, theft, stealing, etc. (because the 
Scriptures directly address each one of those 
issues), the Scriptures do not promote any 
one political agenda, and therefore the church 
shouldn’t either (http://scottwkay.wordpress.
com/2009/08/31/i-said-america-is-not-a-
christian-nation-but-heres-a-clarification/). 
It is the pastor’s job at the pulpit to preach 
the Word of God, not bring his own political 
opinion into it. That same principle applies 
to the relationship between church and state 
as well. The church should concern itself 
with Biblical principles, not overtly political 
issues. America is definitely not a Christian 
nation today and that is the product of the 
secular beliefs that have influenced our 
society since our founding.
 
 America is not a Christian nation, 

nor has it ever been such. In trying to 
claim people make a nation Christian, one 
encounters problems. How many have to be 
true Christians – a majority? 51%? Where 
do we draw the line? Practically speaking, 
there are just too many religions present in 
our society today to classify our people into 
one religious category. This started with the 
spread of many different religions that was 
allowed from our formation as a country. 
It is impossible to call America a Christian 
nation, nor any other type of religion for that 
matter. This started with the false beliefs held 
by our Founding Fathers, was supplemented 
by the obvious separation of church and 
state transcribed in the 1st Amendment 
of the Constitution, and finally has been 
supported throughout our history with the 
continued separation that still exists today. 
One could argue that as Christians, it is not 
our job as a whole to concern ourselves with 
matters of the government, though we can 
make a difference. By abdicating our role 
in government, we leave a hole for secular 
influence to gain even more ground. Our job 
as a church is to obey Biblical commands, 
whether obvious or not, and live that out 
in our daily lives for everyone to see. That 
should make enough difference as it is. 
America is not a Christian nation per se, but 
Christians in America have benefited and 
prospered in a government system founded 
on freedom of religion. Some would say 
that we as Christians are not any worse off 
because we do not live in a Christian nation. 
We have enjoyed religious freedom since 
our founding. Others see the seeds of our 
religious freedoms being stripped away as 
a good thing, as long as it were Christianity 
that ruled. No matter how hard it is to live 
in a nation that has lost the influence of a 
Christian culture, we as Christians must 
stand strong in our faith and do everything 
in our power to promote the general welfare 
of our country by being God’s disciples in 
everything we do.

 

Is America a Christian nation?
Has it ever been? What is our duty as Christians in 
today’s secular America? 
BY RYAN HALTOM

There will be a rebuttal 
to this editorial in the 
November/December 

issue of
The Mane Edition
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I remember quite vividly last spring 
when I came home from track practice and 
saw two big boxes of surgical masks sitting 
on the kitchen counter. My dad was in the 
room, so I asked him what they were for. He 
told me that there was going to be a Swine 
Flu outbreak, just like the Flu Outbreak of 
1918. I told my dad last spring that the Swine 
Flu was not going to go down in the history 
textbooks. Millions of people were not going 
to die. Now, six months later, my admittedly 
offhanded prediction echoes the state of our 
situation now- thankfully. Swine Flu is not 
as big a threat as we thought it was. In my 
opinion, that’s a good thing to be wrong 
about.

Last spring was probably the most 

critical period in the Swine Flu craze. The 
proverbial “clouds on the horizon” scared 
us all the worst- we had no idea how potent 
the illness was going to be, so we sure as 
anything battened down the hatches and 
prepared for the worst. UIL, the public 
school competitive organization (like our 
own TAPPS) shut down all athletic events 
for two weeks- irking my fellow public-
school runners very much, who were right 
in the middle of their “playoff” track meets. 
Several school districts, including Denton, 
Lewisville and Ponder, went to the extent 
of closing their entire system because of 
concerns about the spread of Swine Flu. Here 
at MCA, we only had a few weeks left. Even 
though we would have liked the days off, we 

generally just wanted to get everything done.
As schools reopened this August, 

medical technicians all over the world were 
rushing to get a Swine Flu vaccine created 
and distributed, and none too soon. The flu 
season, which usually starts late October or 
early November, caught us all by surprise, 
as schools around the nation experienced 
large rates of students and faculty sick 
midway through September, tapering off to 
our current situation. But to the chagrin of 
doctors and school nurses everywhere, the 
usual flu was the main source of our sickness- 
not the dreaded Swine Flu. In fact, the Swine 
Flu is actually less severe, in most cases, than 
the seasonal flu. Imagine that.

Now, as our own student body 

recuperates from the achy bodies and runny 
noses left us by our good friend Flu, let 
us be thankful that the Swine Flu hasn’t 
turned the world on its head, or mutated into 
another formidable bacteria bent on world 
domination. It’s just another flu, just another 
flu season, just another scare. Perhaps, 
though, we can learn from our near miss with 
biological disaster to practice more healthy 
habits, like washing our hands more often 
and not coughing on our friend. But you can 
probably return those two boxes of masks.

Swine Flu
Not such a big deal, after all
BY REBEKAH JOHNSON

 Our school is the stereotypical 
private school: middle to upper class students, 
uniforms, and difficult classes. Being a 
Christian school sticks even more labels on 
MCA. The image of the average college-prep 
school plus kids who love Jesus adds up to a 
lot of pressure and very high standards from 
the outside world for each and every student 
here. 

As students of McKinney Christian, 
we live in a bubble. We are protected and 
sheltered from the idea of secularism as 
much as possible. But trying to hide from the 
truth and ignore reality does not suffice in 
God’s eyes. He wants more than average. He 
calls us to be extraordinary. 

Extraordinary is defined as being 
exceptional in character, amount, extent, 
degree, etc.; noteworthy; remarkable. 

This is what is required, a lifestyle 
that is beyond normal and far surpasses this 
world. It’s not good enough to be decent. We 
have to live lives that scream no other name 
than Jesus in every way.

What if you lived all out for Christ? 
What if you were souled out for Jesus? What 
if you were so engrossed in this crazy love 
of this awesome Father that you couldn’t 
get enough of Him? It’s easy enough to 
call yourself a Christian but so much more 
difficult to live out His calling. Being a 
believer means sacrificing friendships, 
giving up guilty pleasures, and being ready 
and willing to lay down whatever it takes 
to share the Savior with the world. THAT 
is an extraordinary life! That is the life of a 
person who is dying to be in love with Christ 
because Christ died. On a cross. Out of love. 

It’s an incredible idea. Such lofty 
thoughts cannot be contained in my human 
mind. No, these notions are of Heaven. The 
God who twirls the planets like spinning tops 
and breathes the winds of the deserts and 
paints the sunsets with brush strokes of grace 
came to earth. Why? TO BE CRUCIFIED.

We are not big enough to save 
ourselves. The most extraordinary people in 
history are those who go on unnoticed living 
their lives for Christ. Mother Theresa realized 
she was not living for herself and gave her 
whole life for others. The legacy she left is 
far greater than a human’s plans. 

Sell yourself to the Savior. Give 
yourself to our God of the galaxies. Surrender 
to the Spirit your heart in all its entirety 
and see what happens. We are just normal, 
everyday, average people. Once we overlook 

our stereotype and recklessly abandon the 
things of this world, God can reveal His 
extraordinary purpose for each and every 
person. It’s the blood of Christ that ransoms 
us from the regular. He cleanses our stains, 
strips away what’s deserved, and steals us 
away from death. Jesus is the only One who 
takes the ordinary to the next level. He makes 
us extraordinary. 

BY JESSICA WINDSOR

Ordinary to Extraordinary
How are we supposed to live as Christians in a Christian school?

Thanksgiving 
Festivities

November 19th

Grandparent’s
and Great Friend’s 

Day
November 20th

 Half Day of School

Thanksgiving Break
November 21-29

International Day
December 4th
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 Varsity Football
  RCA  21-56

Highlands  7-53

Legacy  20-54

Canyon Creek  27-57

   Varsity Volleyball
HCA  3-0

Dallas Covenant  3-0

RCA  3-0

Texoma  3-2

Greenville  3-1

Junior Varsity Volleyball
HCA  2-0

Dallas Covenant  2-0

RCA  2-0

Texoma  2-0

Greenville  2-0

Junior High Football

RCA  14-8

Highlands  34-0

Legacy  0-8

Canyon Creek  14-12

Staring at the scoreboard, the Mustang football team celebrated a 
hard fought victory against a tough Garland Christian team with a score of 
77-66. The game was all about offense as the Mustangs kept scoring and 
driving the ball down the field successfully.

The next two games ended in bitter defeat as the Mustangs played 
Rockwall Christian and The Highlands School. There were sparks of great 
talent from both teams, but the opponents proved their skill and fortitude.

Coming into all three games senior Alex Farley was a main target 
for passing plays. Senior Thomas LeBlanc said, “Farley brings a great 
amount of strength and talent to the team. He runs crisp routes which get 
him open faster. As a quarterback, I can put my trust in Alex because he is 
a hard worker and will go up for any ball I put in the air.” Farley leads the 
team in receptions, and is also the kicker and kick returner. He displayed 
his kick returning ability as he dashed for the only touchdown in the 
Highlands game. He brings a diverse talent to the team, which appreciates 
him gratefully.

With Farley on the line ready, the Mustangs charged into a tough 

game against Legacy Christian. It was an onerous task for the varsity 
team, and their force was tested with their aspiration of the playoffs. The 
Mustangs played amazing with starting freshman quarterback Dallas 
Brock. The Mustangs offense played well with 3 touchdowns against 
Legacy. Legacy played with their well known talent. The final score was 
54-20. Even though it was a loss, the Mustangs proved their diligence to 
everyone in attendance.

“There is no doubt in the amount of talent that the next teams have, 
but we need to look past their talents and focus on ours,” says LeBlanc. The 
final game was against the defending state champions Canyon Creek. Due 
to injuries, MCA battled with a short roster, but they were in for a tough 
game. The win was essential to clinch a playoff spot. They had to punch the 
ball down the field on offense, and hold the opponent on defense. However, 
the game ended in a final loss for the Mustangs with a score of 57-27. Each 
player contributed to the team. With it being the end of the season, they 
must continue to honor their teammates, but most importantly, honor God.

Heart through the very last play
BY SHAWN JOHNSON

BY JESSICA WINDSOR

Varsity volleyball makes regional finals
On September 24, in MCA’s Student Life Center the air was tinged with bitter 

defeat as MCA’s Varsity volleyball girls faced the cheers of the opposing fans and the reality 
of a tough loss to Texoma Christian.
 But, on October 13, the tables were turned as the Mustangs defeated their rivals at 
TCS in another five match game that lasted almost two hours.  
 After this victory, the Varsity volleyball team had then achieved an impressive 
record of 7 wins and 1 loss in District. They were “Co-Champs” with Texoma. But, a tie 
was not enough for these girls. They had tasted victory and wanted more than a shared title. 
They wanted it all. 
 On Saturday, October 17, the Mustangs faced Texoma in a deciding match in 
Van Alstyne. This game would determine which team would take first seed in the TAPPS 
playoffs, a title which would give the winning team a better chance of going all the way to 
state.
 In four games, the MCA Mustangs defeated Texoma and took first seed in the 
playoffs as district champs. The playoffs began with a Bi-District win on October 20 

against Fairhill. On October 24, the girls defeated Summit Christian and became the Area 
Champions. 
 The MCA Mustangs completed their season on October 31 in a loss to Canterbury. 
The girls took first seed in District and claimed both the Bi-District and Area titles. This 
year’s team competed with good sportsmanship, great skills and the right intentions. 
“Although I was disappointed that we did not go to State, I am very proud to say that I was 
on the Mustang team and that we were as successful as we were this season,” said senior 

Lauren Fess. The girls fought hard all season long and made MCA proud by never giving 
up and giving their very best for the glory of God. The Mustangs stayed focused all the way 
through, never taking their eyes off the prize and making the conscious decision to walk in 
His steps. 

photo by laura smith
   Junior Taylor Brock spikes the ball in the regional final 
game against Canterbury. MCA lost a close match in four 
games that were neck and neck throughout.

photo by laura smith
   Sophomore Kayli Bollinger 
passing the ball to another 
teammate against Canterbury.

Team falls one step short of State
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Cross Country

3200m Run
Julie James  13:37

Nick Henderson  13:39

Gianna Ingraham  14:40

Mary Boyle  15:22

5000m Run
John Boyle  25:18

Nick Bitting  26:46

Junior High Volleyball
A Team
HCA  2-0

North Hills  2-0

Homeschool  0-2

RCA  2-0

Greenville  2-0

B Team
North Hills  2-0

Homeschool  2-0

RCA  2-0

Greenville  2-0
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Mane Editionthe

	 The	MCA	junior	high	football	team	has	finished	8-1	during	this	
season. It has been another amazing season for the junior high Mustangs.  
They	have	shown	their	skill	on	the	field	every	Thursday	through	their	great	
wins, including against Irving Highlands with a win 34-0 “We are having a 
very good season and our players are showing a very strong work ethic and 
character. We have received comments from multiple schools emphasizing 
the quality and class of out junior high football players this year. From the 
coaching staff’s perspective, it has been a privilege and an honor to coach 
this group of kids.” Canyon Creek is very tough and dedicated to playing 
the game they love, which is football.
	 “We	play	and	fight	hard	every	game	and	every	play,”	said	eighth	
grader Ben Bajema. Ben plays tailback and fullback on offense and 

defensive end on defense and he had eight tackles and two touchdowns 
in the game against Irving Highlands. Ben is very active in sports here at 
MCA.	Along	with	football	he	plays	basketball,	runs	track	and	field,	and	of	
course football. Ben has gone to MCA since kindergarten and he hopes to 
continue playing these various sports through high school.
 The Mustangs are at a great end of the season with only one loss. 
They have carried on the legacy of a very good junior high program. The 
coaches have kept the players pumped and eager for the next game. The 
final	game	was	against	Canyon	Creek	with	their	final	win	of	14-12.	
 The junior high Mustangs have completed the season very strong 
with a great record. They have the talent, and the right coaching that has 
taken them to the top.

Here comes MCA

BY SHAWN JOHNSON
     With a small team and big hearts, the McKinney Christian 
cross country team has exceeded expectations and placed well in their 
meets.  They competed in two meets and were successful in their events. 
The team consisted of twelve runners from a variety of grades. Plagued 
with sickness, the team was unable to participate in the state meet, but 
they were able to participate in the McKinney Boyd and the Carrollton 
Christian Invitational.

 In junior high at the CCA Invitational, 7th grader Julie James 
placed	first	in	the	women’s	3200m	run.	Her	time	was	an	astounding	13:37,	
which beat out even some Varsity times. In that same event, 8th grader 
Gianna Ingraham placed an honorable 4th with a time of 14:40. In the men’s 
3200m, 7th	grader	Nick	Henderson	finished	10th with a time of 13:39.

On Varsity, senior Mary Boyle ran the 3200m event against 129 

other competitors. She placed 40th with a time of 15:22. In Junior Varsity, 
sophomore John Boyle and freshman Nick Bitting ran in the 5000m run 
against 112 competitors.  John placed 63rd with a time of 25:18 and Nick 
placed 83rd with a time of 26:46.

“After several years, Cross Country at MCA has made a comeback. 
This year we had 12 runners from 7th to 12th grade that participated. Our 
team this year has done an excellent job in the competitions and we are 
hoping next year for more student involvement,” says Coach Bah. This 
small team represented MCA very well as they competed in public and 
private school tournaments. They accomplished their goals, even though 
they could not compete at state. With the season over, the cross country 
team hopes for more success next year as well as more participants.

Great effort, solid team

BY ROBERT KELLEY

JH	football	finishes	with	an	outstanding	record

Cross	Country	qualifies	for	state	meet
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Kickin’ back at the Cove
BY KAYLA FARR

BY JESSICA WINDSOR

This past September, sixth grade ventured about 2 ½ hours 
from MCA to the Ranch camp at Pine Cove in Tyler, Texas.  The students 
enjoyed getting away from the familiar four wall class rooms in Lower 
School.  All of the kids learned something new about themselves and 
their friends, both new and old, but most importantly strengthened their 
relationships with Christ.  “I learned about God and animals.  I really 
liked the critter class.  I saw a walking stick and daddy longlegs,” said 
sixth grader Montana Brock. 
 The trip allowed the students to learn in a different environment 
while bonding together as a grade.  “I became closer with some people 
that I was never close with,” says Jackie Kuwitzky when asked what 
she liked best about the outing.  
 The students enjoyed the “aquatic studies” part of the trip.  
Youngsters would take buckets and go out to Lake Timbers to search 
for small fish and water insects as they would record their findings in 
booklets given to them when they arrived at the ranch.  
 Others favored the trail rides.  Students rode horses through 

fields in the camp while learning about horse safety and enjoying the 
beautiful scenery.  Some of the students overcame their fear of riding 
horses.
 The critter class was another favorite among the sixth graders.  
They learned about animals in their habitat and what to do in certain 
situations. “We learned that if we see an animal, to leave it alone in its 
habitat, what they eat and about their personalities,” said sixth grader, 
Mackenzie Matthews.  Students got to hold many critters such as 
tarantulas and scorpions. 
 On the final day at Pine Cove, the students went to a falcon 
demonstration. There they learned about a falcon and a red tail hawk 
and some of the students even held the birds.  
 With all of the fun activities at Pine Cove like the zip line 
and the blob, the students had a memorable time.“The kids loved Pine 
Cove,” said Mrs. Marolf, one of the teachers who went along on the 
trip. “It was the highlight of sixth grade.”
 

Sixth grade takes their annual class trip to Pine Cove

 It is easy enough for us to go through 
the routine of everyday life without even 
acknowledging those who are willing to give 
up their lives in order to protect other people. 
There are men and women who are ready to 
sacrifice everything for a stranger’s benefit. 
On October 5, five of these exceptional 

men came to visit MCA and talk about the 
average, everyday risking of their lives. 
 “Four firefighters came and talked 
about what to do if your house gets on fire. The 
ambulance guy told us how the ambulance 
worked and showed us some medicine. 
It was really cool,” said third grader Jack 

Windsor. The men gave the students of the 
lower school a chance to learn about safety 
and check out the parts of a fire truck. “I 
loved seeing the interior!” said sixth grader 
AnnMarie Barfield. When the paramedic and 
fire fighters came to speak, the lower school 
learned valuable lessons, lessons taught by 

men who are willing to give everything to 
protect someone they have never met. 
 These men and women deserve to be 
commended for their willingness to sacrifice 
everything for us. Not acknowledging their 
sacrifice is simply unacceptable. 

Fired up for firefighter safety
The McKinney fire departments visits the Lower School campus

courtesy photo

   6th grade students splash into the water 
after taking a leap onto “the blob.” Of the 
activities at Pine Cove, the blob was one of 
the favorites among campers.

photo by rebekah johnson

   Fireman Johnson demonstrates how  
he armors up in his firefighter gear.

   Lower School students gather around 
the big red fire truck as Fireman Hardy 
spends time listening to the students and 
telling them about being a fire fighter.

photo by rebekah johnson
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Primetime is our time
Homecoming week 2009
BY EMILY WARREN

Night time blackout in the gym

BY CHARIS ORR

For the first time in MCA history, Jr. and Sr. high students 
experience the homecoming dance in the SLC

photo by laura smith

photo by laura smith

photo by laura smith

photo by laura smith

Homecoming 2009 was not merely a week of fun and 
games, but a week of fierce competition which sparked school 
and grade spirit. The competition began each day as the students 
dressed for success in Primetime attire. The theme “Primetime 
is Our Time” carried through lunch as grades competed in 
games such as “nerd roll” and “dance master.” The lunch-
time activities were really fun and they made me laugh,” said 
freshman Miranda Owens. Ultimately the seniors stayed strong 
and brought home a victory. 

The excitement built up throughout the week for the 
final day of competition. On Friday the grades let all their 
excitement loose for powder puff, volleyball, class skits, floats 
and the pep rally. Though weather conditions forced normal 
homecoming activities inside the SLC, none of the enthusiasm 

was lost. In the end the junior and senior ladies ended the 
championship game with a tie, but the seniors brought home the 
tournament victory.

When it came time to present class skits and floats, 
all the grades showed off their creativity, but it ended with yet 
another win for the seniors in class skits and for the sophomores 
in floats. In the end the seniors reigned supreme in grade 
competitions. To top off this week the school needed something 
big, and big was what the MCA cheerleaders and various other 
MCA organizations gave us in their phenomenal and exhilarating 
blackout Pep rally.  Though the week had to come to an end, 
freshman grader Mandy Moore spoke for everyone when she 
said, “Homecoming week was the best! The pep rally and all the 
fun competitions just added more fun to the week.

“It had better food and was just 
more fun,” stated sophomore Andrew 
Collins. New experiences and changes 
have become a recurring theme at MCA 
this year and still proved to be true for the 
Homecoming dances. For the first time 
in MCA history the Homecoming dances 
were held in the school’s very own gym. 
In the past the school has had to reserve 
other venues, but now the student body 
can utilize its own to dance the night 
away. 
 Being in the school’s own 
gym made the dance more personal 
and brought friends together in a whole 
new way. “I like coming together and 
dancing with friends here,” said eighth 
grader Hannah Yates, who attended the 
junior high dance. The new space for the 
dance was not only welcoming, but gave 
the students room to breathe. According 
to ninth grader Mandy Moore, it gave 
students a place for free expression in 
their decorating. “I liked how open it was. 
It wasn’t so confined.  And I loved how 
there was air conditioning and student 

government got to decorate how we 
wanted to.” The neon glow sticks, strobe 
lights and balloon column decorations 
shined with school spirit. It was obvious 
the high energy dance party setting gave 
the students the urge to dance. Junior 
exchange student Christian Scheiderer 
said, “I didn’t know all of the songs, but I 
just danced and had fun.” 

 One of the favorite songs at 
the high school dance was The Cupid 
Shuffle. “The Cupid Shuffle was my 
favorite song played at the dance because 
it just got everyone dancing!”Said Moore.  
Sophomore Jossie Ho added, “I loved 
dancing to The Cupid Shuffle! I mean, 
it’s a fun dance to do with your friends. I 
almost kicked some of them!”

 The junior high not only 
danced, but they had the creativity to 
make a jump rope with a chain of neon 
necklaces. “We just put the glow sticks 
together and made a giant rope. It was 
a lot of fun!” said eighth grader Maddy 
Vonhagel. The favorite dance style for 
the junior high dance was slow dancing. 

Eighth grader Austin Farley said, “My 
favorite part of this dance is slow dancing 
with this puppy!” (Anna McWilliams’ 
puppy). McKenna Hubert agreed, “Slow 
dancing was the best part of the dance.” 
 All in all, the energy and the new 
experiences with a brand new building 
brought a new flavor to the dance. The 
first dance of the year was a success in 
the Student Life Center.

   During the sophomore class skit, cheering echoes 
throughout the SLC as Andrew Collins, the mustang 
football player, and Chad Fess, the enemy blazer, per-
form  a choreographed brawl. Their skit achieved 3rd 
place  out of the high school classes.

   A group of this 
year’s seniors capture 
memories of their last 
McKinney Christian 
homecoming dance 
together as they take 
a moment away from 
the dancing to smile 
for the camera.

   Balloons all 
around and dis-
co lights shining 
bright, the atmo-
sphere of the jr 
high homecoming 
dance was ener-
getic and fun. 8th 
grade girls Emma 
Phillips and Tay-
lor Nicole Hintze 
enjoy dancing the 
night away in their 
boots, jeans, and 
cute tops.

   Junior girls Av-
ery Jones, Heather 
Groff, and Anna 
McWilliams were 
just three of many 
students at the 
high school dance 
who stepped up to 
Mrs. Smith’s photo 
booth to take their 
picture. The girls 
leap into the air 
and strike a pose 
for the camera.
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Primetime is our time!
Homecoming week 2009

photo by john keyes
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   Juniors Tanner Purdum and Taylor Brock show off their 
favorite football teams on Monday, ESPN coverage day.

   7th grade students Mary Lee Knowles, Austin Phil-
lips, and Lily Thompson pose in their nerdy attire for 
Tuesday’s theme, revenge of the techies.

   On Wednesday, 8th grader Noah Fess flies high in his 
butterfly wings and crazy wardrobe on blooper day.

photo by john keyes

(right) On Thursday 
9th grader Jessica 
Windsor dresses 
50’s style for old 
school primetime.

   Just before the cheerleaders’ black out thriller pep 
rally, the volleyball coach and Journalism teacher, 
Judy Collins, helps Lower School students connect 
their glow necklaces together.

photo by rebekah johnson

(left) During the in-
tense senior verses 
sophomore pow-
der puff football 
game, senior Brit-
tani Knam collides 
with sophomore 
Sarabeth Singler as 
they both go for the 
catch. Each team 
put forth valiant 
efforts, with the se-
niors finishing first.

photo by laura smith
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Homecoming Court

photo by laura smith
   Seniors Carlee Smith and Garrett 
Stinchcomb smile for the crowd as the 
2009 Homecoming Queen and King.

   Nominees in the homecoming court pose 
for a photo opt at the end of the half time cer-
emony.

   Enthusiastically parading their class float around the gym at the 
pep rally are seniors Caroline Almond and Thomas Jacobs. The 
senior class float placed second in the competition, with the sopho-
more float taking first place.

photo by rebekah johnson
   PK3 student, Matthew Bryan, 
peeks out the doorway and celebrates 
homecoming week with his colorful 
socks on crazy sock day.
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