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Snack TimeCreative Corner
BY MICHAL SMITH AND ANDREA BRUNO

BY KAYLA FARR

* * *

* * *

Baked Gingerbread     
Pancake Recipe 

Ingredients:

•    1/2 cup milk
•    1/2 cup all-purpose flour
•    2 Tablespoons all-purpose flour
•    1/2 cup unsweetened applesauce
•    1/2 cup egg substitute
•    1 Tablespoon dark molasses
•    1 Tablespoon sugar
•    1/4 teaspoon ground ginger
•    1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
•    1/4 teaspoon Salt

6-Step Directions: 

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
2. Coat an ovenproof nonstick skillet 
with butter-flavored cooking spray.
3. Stir together all ingredients in a 
medium bowl and whisk until the 
batter is lump-free.
4. Pour batter into skillet.
5. Bake for about 12 minutes until 
pancake is firm but puffed up.
6. Immediately remove pancake 
from oven (it will deflate quickly) 
and cut into individual pieces.

Ingredients:

•   6 flour tortillas (6 inch) 
•   1 pkg.  (1-1/4 oz.) TACO BELL® 
HOME ORIGINALS® Taco Season-
ing Mix, divided 
•   1 lb. boneless skinless chicken 
breasts, cut into 1/2-inch pieces 
•   1/2 cup  water 
•   2 large tomatoes, chopped, divided 
•   1 pkg.  (7 oz.) KRAFT FREE 
Shredded Non-Fat Cheddar Cheese, 
divided 
•   6 Tbsp. BREAKSTONE’S Re-
duced Fat or KNUDSEN Light Sour 
Cream 
•   1/4 cup chopped cilantro

10-Step Directions:

1. Heat oven to 400°F.
2.  Place tortillas in single layer on 
large baking sheet; spray with cook-
ing spray. 
3. Sprinkle with 1 tsp. seasoning mix. 
4. Bake 7 to 8 minutes or until torti-
llas are crisp and golden brown. 
5. Meanwhile, combine chicken, 
remaining seasoning mix and water 
in large skillet.
6. Bring to boil on medium-high 
heat; simmer on medium-low 5 min. 
or until chicken is done, stirring oc-
casionally. 
7. Add 1-1/2 cups tomatoes; cook 
until heated through, stirring occa-
sionally.
8. Remove from heat; stir in 1-1/4 
cups cheese. 
9. Spoon chicken mixture onto 
tortillas. 
10. Top with remaining ingredients.

Chicken and Cheese 
Tostados

“It tasted heavenly!” ~Nicki Noruck, 10th 
Grade.

“It was a Mexican Fiesta in my mouth.” 
~Monica Fischer, 10th Grade.

“It is gooey and yummy, it tastes good!”
~Ben Casey, 11th Grade.

“I really like the cinnamon flavor in it!”
~Ashley Janning, 12th  Grade.

A Vivid Light is 
a local band based right 
out of Anna, Texas. Two 
brothers, Vince and Liam 
Kelly collaborate together 
in hopes of spreading the 
love of Christ by letting 
their music be heard.  
 Their primary 
base of inspiration comes 
from their faith. “Jesus 
Christ is a big part of both 
of our lives and brings our 
voices and instruments 
together.” Playing 
at local coffee shops such 
as Saxby’s or Coffee N’ 
Cream, Vince and Liam 

bring a variety of vibes, 
fresh and upbeat, but 
calming as well. With 
Vince on guitar and 
Liam on the keyboard, 
they harmonize and 
create catchy melodies.
 The story 
behind the name “A Vivid 
Light” will grab your 
attention. “We we wanted 
to get a name that included 
our names (Vince and 
Liam) and we also wanted 
something that described 
who we play for.” said 
Liam Kelly. “The name 
says to others that God is 

a Vivid Light, especially 
in the darkest of times. 
We just hope to be a minor 
candle passing the flame 
on by using the gifts God 
gives us.” 
 You can listen 
to and learn more about 
A Vivid Light by visiting 
their Myspace- www.
myspace.com\vjkmusic

JukeBox

**All bands interviewed in the JukeBox are local Christian bands.

Local band kindles Christ’s flame
BY MICHAL SMITH

   “Paper Mache, glue, paint, and hours upon 
hours of energy went into the construction 
of this project,” said Sarahbeth Singler, 10th 
grade. She was delighted when this work took 
first in district and sixth in state art competition 
in the Sculpture category. This piece is now on 
display in the entryway of the SLC.

   “It wasn’t a project that I thought 
would get a place in any competition 
because it exploded in the kiln last year, 
but it made it to State this year after I 
repaired it,” said Maggie Marshall, 
11th grade. At TAPPS district art, it 
took 3rd place and an Honorable Men-
tion at TAPPS state art competition 
with her sculpted clay elephant.

~~

~~
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Movie 
Mania

Star 
Chart

 *              Not very good, not suggested.
 * *           Good, partially suggested.
 * * *        Well done, suggested.
 * * * *     Excellent, highly suggested.

 BITS    
   PIECES

N’
Letters to God is a tear-

jerking and inspirational story 
of a young boy’s struggle with 
cancer.  Based on the true life 
of Tyler, Tanner Maguire, this 
movie will be remembered in the 
hearts of many.
 Tyler Doherty, only 
eight years old, has been 
diagnosed with brain cancer and 
has already been through surgery 
and chemo.  His loving mother,  
his Gran, and sixteen year old 
brother, Ben, have been with him 
every step of the way.  Having 
lost a father, Ben struggles with 
the daily battles that come with 
his brother’s illness. As Tyler’s 
mother, Maddy also has trouble 
as every new day brings obstacles 
to overcome.  
 A second story unfolds 
as Brady becomes the new 
mailman for the Doherty’s street.  
Brady struggles everyday with the 
loss of his son into full custody 
of his ex-wife and is looking for 
some answers.  As he drops off 
mail for Maddy, he also picks 
up letters addressed to God from 
Tyler.  Every day, the boy writes 
down his prayers and hopes, 
sending it off in the mail to God.  
Confused about what actions to 
take regarding the letters, Brady 
delivers them to a church where 
a pastor tells him that maybe he 
is supposed to keep them, maybe 
that’s the plan.  
 Intertwining the two 
stories, we can see how much 
our lives affect those around us.  
Tyler’s letters inspired everyone 
that he came in contact with, and 
his faith and hope in God fueled 

the strength of his family.  When 
his brother had given up and his 
mother was falling apart, Tyler’s 
belief in God’s will and his love 
for life kept them going.  Through 
prayer and simply writing a letter 
to God, hope and perseverance 
soon outweighed the doubts and 
negativity that the Dohertys had 
to deal with. The life of young 
Tyler turned his family’s doubts 
around and his steadfast faith 
helped them realize that God will 
never leave us, no matter what 
the situation.
 Mild drinking, divorce, 
and an angry outburst are 
displayed, depicting how some 
deal with the struggles of life.  
The faith and hope outweighed 
the terrible actions in the end, but 
the sins are not downplayed.
 This movie shows 
the daily hardships that many 
have to endure, along with the 
struggle for life and redemption.  
The devotion that young Tyler 
displays constantly throughout 
the whole movie is a prime 
example of a strong faith in God.  
Letters to God focuses on creating 
a closer, stronger relationship 
with God and family.  
 I give this movie four 
out of four stars. 

Letters to God
(PG)

BY ANDREA BRUNO BY KAYLA FARR

•       Certain frogs can be frozen 
solid then thawed, and continue 
living.

•  Flamingoes are bright pink 
because they eat small crustaceans 
and algae containing carotinoid 
and other natural pigments that are 
processed in the body and deposited 
as their feathers grow.

•     Mosquito repellents don’t repel. 
They hide you. The spray blocks the 
mosquito’s sensors so they don’t 
know you’re there.

•    On average people fear spiders 
more than they do death.

•      In most television commercials 
advertising milk, a mixture of white 
paint and a little thinner is used in 
place of the milk.

•        No word in the English language 
rhymes with month, orange, silver 
or purple.

•    Maine is the only state whose 
name is just one syllable.

•    Los Angeles’ full name is “El 
Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina 
de los Ángeles de Porciúncula,” 
which means “The Town of Our 
Lady Reina of Los Angeles of 
Porciuncula.”

•      The most overdue book in the 
world was borrowed from Sidney 
Sussex College in Cambridge, 
England and was returned 288 years 
later.

•      Hershey’s Kisses are called that 
because the machine that makes 
them looks like it’s kissing the 
conveyor belt, and also makes the 
kissing noise.

•     If you see a statue in a park, 
of a person on a horse that has both 
front legs in the air, the person died 
in battle; if the horse has one front 
leg in the air, the person died as a 
result of wounds received in battle; 
if the horse has all four legs on the 
ground, the person died of natural 
causes.

•      In most advertisements, including 
newspapers, the time displayed on a 
watch is ususally 10:10.

•   All babies are color blind when 
they are born.

www.munising.com
www.funfactz.com
www.amusingfacts.com
www.tealdragon.net
www.factsville.com

* * * *

* * *

How to Train Your 
Dragon (PG)

One of the newest 
movies in theaters, How to Train 
Your Dragon, recently awed 
viewers.  This charming movie 
hit theaters nationwide with a 
bang. It was a fresh, new plotline 
amidst the tales of vampires in 
today’s culture.

The story takes viewers 
on a journey with the main 
character, Hiccup, as he searches 
for the approval of the Viking 
leader, his father, during a war 
with dragons.   The pressure to 
kill dragons is high and Hiccup 
struggles to meet these standards.  
He is just a boy who is not tough 
or strong and sometimes feels 
like a disappointment.  He soon 
overcomes this feeling as he 
meets a dragon who he names 
Toothless. 

Hiccup begins to train 
Toothless by helping him learn 
to fly again with his newly 
repaired wing. Just when Hiccup 
repairs Toothless’ broken wing, 
Toothless realizes that he 
needs Hiccup to be able to fly. 
Together they can both fly and 
Hiccup learns that even the most 
intimidating dragons can be the 
friendliest.  

The animation and 
special effects were amazing 
and the 3D effects were a great 
touch.  It seemed that some 
characters were a bit mean-
spirited to Hiccup just because 

he was different, resolving in 
the newfound friendship with 
Toothless.  The movie did have 
some scary scenes and I would 
not recommend the movie to 
anyone under the age of seven or 
eight; but this is a great family 
movie.

This movie can teach us 
that there is a friend in everyone 
and to face our fears just like 
Hiccup.  

Overall, I would give 
this movie three out of four stars.
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Softball girls show their skill and power
BY SHAWN JOHNSON

Teamwork increases winning potential

photo by amanda kidwell

photo by amanda kidwell

Junior High girls excel to new levels
New coaches bring experience and skill to the field
BY SHAWN JOHNSON

   Ashlee Christopher awaits in antici-
pation for a ball to come her way in a 
game against Canterbury.

The Lady Mustangs 
swung and hit into the season as 
they displayed great talent and 
swagger. After previous successful  
seasons, this year’s team continued 

to keep the tradition alive.  Though 
the team did not compete in many 
regular season games, they proved 
their worth and ability. The team 
continued to put out their best 

effort with wins against tough 
teams such as Greenville 
Christian and Rockwall 
Christian. The Mustangs also 
competed in the Carrollton 
Christian Tournament in which 
five games were played. The 
girls’ record was 1-4 in the 
tournament but they showed 
well against Rockwall Christian 
and losing one of the games by 
one point. 

Led by new coach 
Keith Post, the Lady Mustangs 
strived to achieve greatness 
not only in competition, but 
in Christ. “We have definitely 
had some struggles, but we are 
progressing. We will be coming 
out with more wins soon,” 

freshman Amanda Pace said. This 
year’s team is predominantly 
freshmen girls, along with great 
leadership from Heather Groff 
and Avery Jones. With the season 
winding down, The Lady Mustang 
softball team will continue to 
display their talent and witness in 
Christ. 

Pitch after pitch, catch after catch, the junior high girls softball team  succeeded 
with their new coaching staff leading them.  In this inaugural season, Coach Buckner, along 
with assistants Emily Crombar, MCA senior, and MCA graduates Leah Buckner and Mallory 
Chappell, led the team to a great start. The Mustangs are 2-3 with wins against Texoma Christian 
and Canterbury Episcopal School. They played solid teams and proved their mark as they won 
two and faired okay in the other games.

 Against Canyon Creek, the girls came up short twice but could not overcome the errors.  
Eighth grader Brooke Barfield said, “Our new coaches have taught us a lot, and our team has 
shown it through our play in games.”  With hard work and practice, the junior high softball team 
will continue to polish their skills and grow as a whole.  

As the brand new season comes to an end, there is no doubt starting a softball team 
for the junior high will be a plus. “We are looking forward to our varsity softball seeing added 
success with the addition of the junior high team.  It cannot do anything but benefit the athletic 
program overall,” said Judy Collins, MCA’s Associate Athletic Director.

courtesy photo
   Candace Kuehn sprints 
towards home plate in an 
effort to score a run.

   Heather Groff tosses the ball to a teammate to get a Can-
terbury runner out. 



sports 5March/April 2010

Editor-in-Chief
Ryan Haltom
Design Editor

Rebekah Johnson
Photography Editor

Amanda Kidwell
Campus Life Editor

Lauren Fess
Sports Editor

Matthew Barber
Entertainment Editor

Caroline Almond
Staff Writers

Andrea Bruno
Kayla Farr

Shawn Johnson
Robert Kelley

Kelly Sims
Michal Smith

Kaitlyn Sparks
Emily Warren

Jessica Windsor
Adviser

Judy Collins
Technical Support
Michael McIntyre

Mane Editionthe

Junior High Softball
Canyon Creek  L, L

Texoma  W, L
Canterbury  W

Varsity Softball
Harvest Christian  L

 Rockwall  W, W
Texas School for Deaf  L

Prince of Peace  L
Tyler All Saints  L

Greenville  W
Canterbury  L
Heritage  L, L

Varsity Baseball
DCA  L

Celeste  L
Canterbury  L

Heritage  W, W
East Texas Christian  L, L

Greenville  W, L
Rockwall Christian  W
 Texoma Christian  L

Boys’ Golf 
District  3rd

Regionals  3rd

Girls’ Golf
District  2nd

Regionals  5th

State, here we come

BY ROBERT KELLEY

Teams bring excellent game and results
 It’s a game of patience with strength and strategy. The game 
of golf has inspired the individuals of the MCA golf team to strive for 
a TAPPS state title. Their ambition and passion for the sport invigorates 
coach Marshall to assist them in their path to victory.  
 

This year the MCA golf team has been improving their skills 
everyday as they practice at Oak Hollow Golf Course. This gives them 
the opportunity to work on a wide range of necessary golf disciplines. 
In this game, a golfer is required to use various clubs as well as different 
styles of swinging based on their position on the course.  Whether they are 
beginners or experienced golfers, Marshall shows and teaches them the 
adequate knowledge needed for competition.   

The TAPPS district tournament on Monday March the 29th was 
quite the hit. Held at the Westridge Golf course in McKinney, the girls 
finished 2nd with the boys close behind making 3rd. Both made the regional 
tournament.  Soon after, the regional tournament brought additional 
competition. The girls did not make the cut to go to state. The boys, with 
eight teams over all, got 3rd and get to continue on in their game. In all their 
tournaments, the boys’ and girls’ teams have placed in the top 5 teams and 
hope to keep that streak going. Sophomore Haley Yates best describes the 
team when she said, “We are legit, therefore we will not quit.”  Great job 
golf team, go win state!
 

photo by spencer wood
   Thomas LeBlanc sends a putt towards the bottom of the hole 
during the TAPPS district tournament at Westridge Golf Course 
in McKinney. The team placed 3rd in district, 3rd in regional 
and will play in the state tournament April 26-27 in Waco.
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I had been anticipating the 
mission trip to Ukraine this entire year, 
but suddenly, as the time became only 
a few weeks away, anxiety devoured 
any previous excitement that I had. The 
prospect of an eleven-hour plane ride over 
the ocean was incredibly frightening to 
me, not to mention the fact that my parents 
would not be present. So many things 
could go wrong... but so few did. The 
instant I set foot on the plane, all my fears 
seemed to vanish. I knew God wanted me 
on this trip, and I was going to do my best 
to be and do what He planned.

Even before we landed, looking 
out the window revealed how beautiful 
this country was. As we took the bumpy 
bus ride to our hotel, beautiful chapels 
and spires, snow blanketed on the ground 
and the setting sun surrounded us. Even 
the uniform, concrete apartment buildings 
held a certain beauty that is barely 
describable. 

Because of the time change, I 
happened to wake up around three the next 
morning, as did many others. Monday 
we met our wonderful interpreters, with 
whom, by the end of the trip we would 
develop unbelievably close relationships. 

Our group went to the church which many 
of our interpreters and leaders attended. 
The building was deceiving. From the 
outside, it looked much like the rundown, 
abandoned buildings that surrounded it. 
Venture up a few flights of stairs, however, 
and your perceptions would change 
drastically. The main room of the church 
was large with a beautiful, abstract mural 
covering the large wall. The teen room was 
decorated with a beautiful mosaic, which 
one of our translators created himself.

The singing gave me goose 
bumps because I knew the songs they were 
singing. Hearing a common song such as 
“All in All” sung in a different language 
was something I have never experienced. 
That night, the church celebrated Women’s 
Day. Every Ukrainian male in the church 
had worked together to create a program 
for the women, which included songs, 
poetry, prizes, confetti and even flowers. 
The respect these men had for the ladies in 
their congregation was astounding.

For the next few days, our group 
visited boarding schools, shelters for 
minors, children and baby homes and 
homes for the mentally disabled. The bus 
rides were always entertaining. I sat in the 

back of the bus playing games with our 
interpreter and many others. The food was 
incredible, for the most part, though I was 
happy to bond with our team over pizza 
one night.

 It’s no secret that the idea of 
standing up in front of a room full of 
strangers terrifies me, but this is exactly 
what Mr. Anderson called upon me to 
do. For some reason, however, I had no 
fear at all. That reason was God. He took 
away any fear or anxiety I had. I shared 
the gospel bead bracelet to a room full of 
women, ages 20 to 90, who were mentally 
disabled. That place ended up being my 
favorite site we visited. Though many of 
them didn’t know it, the smiles on their 
faces encouraged me in an unthinkable 
way; they were so welcoming and without 
judgment. When we got to interact with 
them later, they radiated happiness in a 
way many would not expect. 

As the week came to a close, 
I tried to avoid thinking about the fast 
approaching end of our trip. Before I left, 
I could not wait to return home. Now, 
the last thing I wanted to do was leave. I 
wanted to bring my home back to Ukraine, 
instead. The night we stayed in Germany, 
a group of four of us girls stayed up all 
night. It turned out to be one of the best 
nights of the trip; I never would have 
guessed I would bond with those girls 
in such a way. Sometimes God works 
through the people you least expect Him 
to and I’m so glad He did.

The Ukraine experience was 
so unique and different from any other 
mission trip I had been on. The spirit 
and attitude of the people, the diversity 
of the group, the amazing translators, the 
Zooks and the teachers that attended, not 
to mention GOD, all made the trip what it 
was: incredible.

Dobryj Den
Ukraine

Good Day
BY MAGGIE MARSHALL

Добрий День 
України

   Trent Stincomb, Kayli Bolinger, and Robert 
Kelley pose for the camera with the traditional 
Ukrainian instruments. Kayli sits behind a 
uniquely Urkainian  instrument found only in 
Ukraine and two other countries in the area.

   “I miss it there. This little boy was 
so much fun I wish I could go back!” 
~Emily Crombar, 12th Grade.

   (Top) The team that went on the farthest  MCA 
mission trip to the country of Ukraine visited the 
town square one afternoon and it is clear how 
cold Europe is. (Right) “The circus we went to 
was really great, it was cool to experience in 
Ukraine!” ~Hanna Marshall, 9th Grade.

   “We saw many churches while we were in 
Ukraine it was almost as if  they sprang out of 
the ground towards God.” ~Carlee Smith, 12th 
Grade.

   “The little toddlers were so adorable and precious. 
We loved hugging and loving on them and they had the 
cutest little pigtails that spiked up in the air. It was so 
much fun to play with the little kids and when we put 
the MCA sweatshirts on them they looked so cute.!” 
~Monica Fischer, 10th Grade.

all photos by laura smith

Ukraine
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(Above) 
Students pose 

for a  group 
picture taken 

during a 
hike around 

a Houston  
park on the 
first day of 

the trip. 
(Right) 

Students 
paint a 

house for an 
elderly man 
in a nearby 
neightbor-

hood, lending 
a helping 

hand in the 
Houston 

community. 

(Left) Freshmen Kayla Farr 
and Sarah Beach sit along 
with the students during a 

kids Bible study at Fletcher 
Missions Center. (Right)

Students colored and played 
with one of the  boys at 
Gano Missions Center 

while others aided his moth-
er in the Clothes Closet. 

The Houston mission trip was a very 
memorable experience. Throughout the entire 
week we were able to show God’s love to the 
people of inner city Houston. 

Sunday we traveled to Houston and 
became acquainted with our new temporary 
living space, the gym in Gano Mission Center.  
Monday, our group split into two and went to 
work at either the Fletcher Missions Center or 
the Gano Center. I went to Fletcher Missions 
on this working day.  Some at Fletcher worked 
in the Clothes Closet by organizing boxes of 
donations and others with the ESL classes. 
Some helped with the Spanish-speaking 
babies and toddlers in the daycare center, 
most of which did not speak English. At Gano, 
everyone lent a hand moving cans in the food 
pantry. Tuesday was a very productive day 
in the morning; some helped women with 
computer programs, while others worked in 
the daycare or in the Clothes Closet.  In the 
afternoon we played with the preteens, which 
was one of my favorite parts.  

By Wednesday, we were all 
exhausted, but we had to persevere. That day, 
a number of students from both groups went 

off to repaint a house in the morning and then 
back to Fletcher and Gano missions to clean 
the gyms in the afternoon.  On Thursday, our 
final day, we kept reminding ourselves to 
finish the week off strong.  In the morning, 
some went back to assist in painting the house 
,while the others helped with the children 
again.  Then, at lunch, we went back to Gano 
to serve the senior citizens lunch.  Some  even 
sang to them. That afternoon, we went back 
to help clean up the gym and the Clothes 
Closet then finished painting the house.  We 
finished out the day by taking an enjoyable 
trip to Dave and Busters. 

Friday, on our voyage back home, I 
reflected on the success of the trip.  We all 
worked hard and really made a difference in 
other people’s lives.  It was so sad to see how 
all of those people in the inner cities had so 
many needs. The trip allowed us to connect 
with all the people and after seeing their day-
to-day struggles, it made us feel very thankful 
for how God has blessed us.

Helping in Houston
Traveling to the inner cities to lend a 

(Below) Freshmen Shelly White and Emily War-
ren, sophomore Natalie Lemieux and junior 
Avery Jones have some fun dressing up in fun 
outfits while working in the Clothes Closet..

helping hand

courtesy photo

courtesy photo

courtesy photo

courtesy photo

courtesy photo

BY KAYLA FARR
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There is a moment in life, however short and bittersweet, when one soul 
reaches out to touch another. It feels like the skies have opened up and heaven is raining 
down on earth like a cool shower after a drought. This heavenly rain falls on both souls- 
both have been touched and will never be the same again. That is what Jamaica felt like 
for me.

At times, I felt the Jamaicans we encountered had a stronger impact on me than 
I had on them. Most Jamaicans are stricken by desolate poverty, owning no more than 
the clothes on their backs and the shacks they call home. Some are privileged enough 
to have a uniform and attend school, though many walk miles for the opportunity. A 
vast majority of Jamaicans attended our outreach events simply for the chance to bring 
something, anything, home for their families.

But most Jamaicans have one thing that a majority of Americans lack: joy. 
I remember taking a break for lunch during a particularly challenging day of running 
a reading glasses clinic when two women began to sing praises to God, saying, “I 
will bless Your name,” and shouting “Hallelujah!” and “Amen!”. I was fascinated and 
exhilarated by this spontaneous display of affection and praise and soon found myself 
singing and dancing along with them. It was in simple moments like that when I felt 
our roles were temporarily reversed and I was the needy soul they had come to bless.

Granted, not all Jamaicans 
are joyful. Many trudge through their 
lives hopeless and depressed, looking 
for fulfillment in drugs or alcohol, 
Rastafarianism or other false beliefs. 
We can help them, and give them the 
hope and the fulfillment that comes 
from knowing Christ. 1 John 5:11 says 
“And this is (our) testimony: God has 
given us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son.” We were given the gift of life, 
let us now go and share that gift with 
others.

   Sarah Hamilton brings out the bubbles for a group of children at the baby orphanage. 
The kids were just glad to have someone hold them. 

   Rachele Bajema helps a man try on reading glasses 
at the vision clinic held at Vision Chapel. Hundreds of 
people attended and several MCA students were able to 
share Christ with the locals.

Effect is two-fold
all photos by andrea mcanally

MCA students impact Jamaica for 
Christ 
BY RACHELE BAJEMA

   Two girls pose for Mrs. McA-
nally’s camera at Vision Chapel 
amidst the vision clinic.

   Mrs. McAnally poses with two students 
from the Barracks Road Primary School. All 
the students at this school performed dramas 
and sang for the MCA team.

(Right) Four stu-
dents from a lo-
cal basic school 
MCA’s team visit-
ed pose for a rare 
photo opportunity 
during a break 
from class.
(Below) The 
whole team poses 
for a shot at Vi-
sion Chapel with 
a group of locals 
from the Burnt 
Savannah district 
where the team’s 
liaison, Pastor 
Douglas, has his 
second church.

   One of the little girls at the orphanage 
sweetly poses for a picture among all of 
the chaos of the day.



missions 9
March/April 2010

   (Left) Sophomore Amanda 
Kidwell, freshman Miranda Ow-
ens and junior Heather Groff  bag 
leaves  for a local outdoor church. 
Their work helped prepare the 
grounds for the incoming camp 
staff who would work the Bible 
Clubs the next week.

Mission Arlington
BY ASHLEE CHRISTOPHER

   Tillie Burgin, founder of Mission Arlington, gives a brief history of 
the organization while Mrs. Sims looks on. The center has been open 
364 days a year since 1986. Ms. Burgin arrives every morning at 3:30 
and departs at 9:00 every night.

Planting seeds within  the hearts of people from Arlington

   Seniors Brittani Knam and 
Spencer Wood enjoy the bus ride 
over to Mission Arlington.

photo by anna mcwilliams

photo by judy collins

photo by judy collins

Mission Arlington was an interesting 
experience. Every day we would drive out 
to the mission and receive our projects for 
the day. Throughout the week we received 
several jobs that benefited the Mission and 
enabled them to help people in need.

Monday we cleaned out old 
apartments and made them suitable for living 
so that the Mission could use them to house 
people in need of shelter. Needless to say, 
this job was very dirty, but everyone donned 
a pair of yellow cleaning gloves and got to 
work. The apartments were small and they 
most definitely needed the clean-up we gave 
them.

Raking the leaves that were piled 

around the outdoor areas of a local church, 
clearing away any trash, and picking up any 
loose branches occupied our Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Each team divided into groups, 
with some people raking the leaves into piles, 
others shoveling the leaves into a bag, and the 
rest loading the bulging bags onto the trailer. 
We worked hard for two full days cleaning 
up the area. By Wednesday afternoon, the 
trailer was nearly overflowing with bags and 
the back of the truck was stuffed full as well.

Thursday and Friday we used the 
“divide and conquer” philosophy to spread 
the word about Mission Arlington’s Rainbow 
Express children’s program. The two buses, 
both full of students, separated to cover 

numerous area apartment complexes. Once 
we arrived, we divided into groups of two 
or three and grabbed some fliers. Walking 
around to all of the doors in the complex 
and attaching the flyers to the clips that were 
mounted on them, we managed to cover 
at least five or six apartment complexes. 
The word was successfully spread about 
the Mission, giving them an opportunity to 
minister to the people through their programs 
and events.

The trip was an overall success and 
there is no doubt in my mind that the work 
we did really helped the Mission and the 
people they serve. Sometimes it was hard, 
but all of the tasks, the soreness and all of 

the minor discomforts 

were worth it because we were helping God’s 
people and furthering His Kingdom. Who 
knows, the work that we did could impact 
people in such a way that they could begin to 
wonder: What do those kids have that makes 
them so eager to help people? Who are they 
working for? We could have planted a seed 
within the hearts of the people we helped and 
the people who saw us working. I know that 
our hard work helped further God’s Kingdom 
and I cannot wait for the next opportunity to 
serve. 

*According to Mission Arlington, 
132 different locations across the city 
hosted the Bible Clubs we helped promote 
by distributing fliers. Over 3000 children 
attended and 300 accepted Christ.

   (Right) Students gather 
for picture before leaving 
Mission Arlington to dis-
tribute Bible Club invita-
tions to dozens of apart-
ment complexes.
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BY JESSICA WINDSOR
On March 3rd, the fifth grade 

students traveled to Austin, Texas on a 
one-day trek. The kids went to the Capitol, 
saw an IMAX movie, visited the Spirit 
Theatre, toured the Bob Bullock Museum 
and finished off the day enjoying a meal at 
Texas Roadhouse. “Our trip to Austin was a 
learning experience. It was 
fun to see the culture and the 
art put into the capitol,” said 
Sam Olsen. The day was 
jam-packed with places to 
go, people to see and things 
to do. “The best part was 
the gift shop at the visitor’s 
center. Even though it was a 
super long bus ride, it was 
fun hanging out with my 
friends,” said Hannah Beth 
Holtz. This field trip proved 
to be a very beneficial 
learning experience to the 

students and teachers. Fifth grade teacher, 
Mrs. Thomas, gave an extremely positive 
response as she reflected on the trip, “The 
kids were wonderful, the guides were 
good. We even had great waitresses. Our 
chaperones were unbelievable. I would do it 
a million times again.”

 “Mission Accomplished.” This 
phrase does not just apply to NASA, but 
also to the MCA Junior High Trips as well. 
These students were able to learn a lot while 
still having loads of fun. The seventh graders 
experienced the history of their great state 

of Texas first hand in Gonzalez and Goliad, 
while the eighth graders took a behind the 
scenes look at the organization that took us to 
the moon and beyond: NASA. 
 The seventh graders started their 
learning from the moment they stepped on the 
bus because this year there was a historian/
tour guide waiting for them. As they drove 
south to their destination, the guide shared 
stories and events from Texas history to 

better prepare them for what they were about 
to see. On their way, they stopped at a famous 
barbecue restaurant, Smitty’s, and then the 
Caldwell County Courthouse in Lockhart. 
Upon their arrival in Gonzalez they went to a 
museum which housed the cannon that started 
the Texas revolution. To greater understand 
the people, who fought for our freedom, 
the seventh graders were taken to a pioneer 
village with authentic 1800s style homes 

along with re-enactments. 
Seventh grader Elizabeth 
Kuykendall said, “We actually 
learned and experienced a ton 
of stuff which was great.” The 
learning continued into the next 
day at Goliad during their tour 
of the famous Presidio and the 
Old Catholic Mission. They 
finished the trip with a visit to 
the battlefields at Goliad where 
hundreds of Texan soldiers 
gave their lives for Texas’ 
independence.
  The eighth grade 
trip was more out of this world. 
They traveled south to Houston 
to see and experience the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Association (NASA). Upon 

arrival in the city, they were able to enjoy 
the boardwalk at a small theme park. Eighth 
grader Kylie Madry said, “Kemah Board Walk 
was really fun and a great bonding time for all 
of us.” That night they took part in activities 
in Space Center Houston where the class was 
split into different groups and participated 
in activities that relate to different NASA 
programs. This also gave them an opportunity 
to walk around the center which was full of 
interesting interactive models of shuttles, past 
space vehicles and future vehicles. Thanks to 
MCA’s own Colonel Bellue, former NASA 
employee and current physics teacher, the 
group had the opportunity to really go behind 
the scenes the next morning. They toured the 
International Space Station control room and 
other exclusive NASA areas. The tour was 
topped off by a trip to the neutral buoyancy 
lab which is the largest pool in the world.
  Not only did the students 
come home with a new awareness of all the 
amazing events that have happened and will 
happen in the Lone Star State, but they also 
brought home memories which will never be 
forgotten. They adapted the Goliad citizens’ 
famous saying, “Come and Take It,” as they 
came and took part in these trips while taking 
advantage of the numerous, once in a lifetime 
opportunities.

Destination past and present
BY EMILY WARREN
Jr. High missions accomplished

The fourth graders took a memorable 
field trip to the Museum of Nature and Science, 
where they experienced everything the museum 
had to offer.  The students participated in hands-
on exhibits and observed many creatures in God’s 
creation. Very popular among the fourth graders, 
the field trip was educational and exciting.

The fourth graders enjoyed exploring all 
the unique exhibits and experiencing the water 
cycle first hand in an educational class. “The water 
cycle class was the best because we got to use cool 
tools,” fourth grader Michael Woolverton said. 
The hands-on activities were very entertaining for 
the students. Other exhibits, such as the bubble 
exhibit, offered a fun and informational way for 
the students to learn. “I loved making humongous 
bubbles,” fourth grader Michael Boyle said. 

The Museum of Nature and Science was a 
hit among the fourth graders, enjoying themselves 
while discovering new ideas and socializing 
with their friends. Fourth grader Abigail Johnson 
summed up the field trip by saying, “I loved it!”

BY KELLY SIMS
4th grade hands-on field trip
Day at the museum
   7th grader Brandon Ho listens to a story 
from the authentically dressed “pioneer.”

     In fireman’s gear and “Firebreaker” boots, 8th graders 
Taylor Nicole Hintz and Jared French enjoy the NASA trip.

photo by john keyes
photo by cindy harper

Austin blitz
Full day of fun and adventure

photo by edna pajela

photo by suzette johnson
   Mikayla Wilinsky, Michael Boyle, and 
Abby Johnson participate in a water cycle 
experiment with a museum scientist.

   As a part of studying the heritage of 
our Lone Star State of Texas, the fifth 
grade students visited historical sites 
in Austin. While touring the Bob Bull-
ock Museum, Camryn Loggains and 
Elizabeth Harper examine one of the 
historical manuscripts of the Tejano 
army officer and leading figure of the 
Spanish literary movement known as 
Antonio Menchaca.
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 Recently, High Tech 
High Touch came to visit MCA 
first and second graders to help 
with an in-school field trip to 
teach them about bones. The 
kids loved the unusual change to 
their daily routine, but this time 
the field trip came to them.  High 
Tech High Touch started off by 
talking about the spine. The kids 
were infatuated as they passed 
around the models of the bones.  

“My favorite part was 
making the bones out of clay,” 
said first grader Abigail Moore. 
“It was very sticky!” she said 
when commenting about the next 
activity, making the two bones in 
the arm, the radius and ulna, out 
of clay.

 The kids also made 
a skeleton out of pipe cleaners 
and beads. They even talked 
about protein bonds with a fun 
snack. Second grade student 
Mason Mumy said, “My favorite 
part was the Jell-O experiment 
because you can eat it.” 

Overall, the students 
learned plenty of new facts about 
bones.  “A wire goes through 
your spine and nerves go to your 
fingers,” said second grader 
Michael Nevil. 

After the fun day of 
learning about bones, all of the 
students seemed to agree with 
Mason’s comment, “Science is 
awesome!”

BY KAYLA FARR

“No Bones About It”
In school science workshop

5th Grade

1st Place Winners
 5A Katherine Luna
 5B Hannah Holtz,
                    Cordero Torres

2nd Place Winners
 5A Jackson Brock,
       Tristan Miller
 5B Wilson McCormick

3rd Place Winners
 5A Ashley Ingalls,
       Jess Williams
 5B Jess Williams

6th Grade

1st Place Winners
 6A Simon Ray
 6B Ashley Henson

2nd Place Winners
 6A Cameron Martin
 6B Karli Henneman

3rd Place Winners
 6A Matthew Ferreira,
       Kevin Shackelford
 6B Michael Collum
       Claire Kennedy

photo by shawn johnson
   Presenting his oral presentation to 
Mr. Zook, one of the science judges,  
6th grader Stephen Singler, smiles and 
tells how the scientific method applies 
to his experiment: “Which Tech Deck 
Will go the Furthest?”

Science Fair 
Results 

BY EMILY WARREN

“Dare to be Daniel”
Putting faith into action

Through the book series “Dare to Be Daniel,” 
a group of young MCA fourth graders dared to put their 
biblical training to the test and share their faith. They met 
at one boy’s house for several weeks and participated 
in the Bible study “Dare to be Daniel.” This taught the 
boys different ways to share their faith. One of the study 
participants, Nick Barker said, “Before we started ‘Dare 
to be Daniel’ I felt afraid to share my faith. But after the 
class, I just felt confident about it. I could tell anybody 
about Christ.”

Upon conclusion of the study, the group put their training 
to the test one Sunday afternoon at the Stonebriar Mall. They walked 
around the mall helping various people with their bags, drinks or getting 
to their cars. They helped whoever they saw needed help. With mall 
goers wondering why kids at such a young age were spending their time 
helping others, the perfect opportunity was presented for the kids to 
share their faith. Some people reacted well to the subject of Christianity 
while others did not.  Another one of the boys, Cameron Baller said, 
“Now I feel like I can just walk up to anyone and start talking about my 
faith.”

5th and 6th grade

To read more about this story, see Decision Magazine, April 2010 edition at 
www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/decision/201004/index.php?startid=26.

photo by lauren fess
   As a part of their Bible study, 4th grade boys Brock 
Simpson, Michael Boyle, Stephen Woolverton, Nick 
Barker, Cameron Baller, and Mac Grimes bravely 
practiced sharing their faith at the Stonebriar Mall.
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He is risen!
Celebrating the promise of Easter

On April 1st, hundreds of lower school students 
gladly put away their school books to celebrate the 
upcoming Easter Sunday. Kids from Pre-K to 6th grade 
had Easter parties that reminded them of what is really 
behind the holiday. The kids played games, had snacks, 
and focused on the Risen Christ.

KA had a Resurrection Easter Egg Hunt, made 
crafts, read the story of Easter, and enjoyed eating 
cupcakes. KB made fruit kabobs, decorated eggs, and 
had an egg-and-spoon race. Mrs. Christopher’s 1A class 
made Easter Lilies and also had some sweet snacks. 
The students of 1B made Sand Art and bookmarks. 
Students in 2A ate “bird’s nests”, played games, and 
did crafts. In 2B, they made crafts, Resurrection eggs, 
and had snacks. “My favorite part was making Sand Art 
crosses,” said second grader Maddie Grace Gwynn. 3A 
students made cross magnets, played bingo, and enjoyed 
snacks made by one of their own classmates. In 3B, the 
kids filled empty prescription bottles with Bible verses 
and wrote on them “take one daily”. They also enjoyed 
cupcake ice cream cones. “I liked making the medicine 
bottles because they are for people going through tough 
times,” third grader James David Hamilton. 4B students 
played games and made Resurrection eggs. “The party 
was fun because we got to play games but at the same 
time experience what Jesus did,” said fourth grader 
Jabrey Harvey. In 5A, the kids had an egg toss, played 
Easter bingo and guessing games. “I liked sharing the 
Easter eggs because I thought it was fun giving stuff 
and not just getting stuff,” said Sam Olsen. 5B watched 
an Easter movie and played an acting game. In 6A, 
the students made personalized ice cream sundaes and 
played guessing games. The kids in 6B played “Minute 
to Win It” and guessed how many jelly beans were in 
a jar.

Drowned out by egg hunts, fuzzy bunnies, and 
tons of candy, the reason we celebrate Easter Sunday is 
easily forgotten. When the world around us is focused 
on stuffed animals and synthetic rainbow grass, we 
can overlook how important the day really is. Easter 
Sunday is the day our Savior rose to justify those who 
believe forever. He brought us everlasting life, a gift too 
priceless to be forgotten.

“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!”
Luke 24:5-6

BY JESSICA WINDSOR
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   Festively attired in their cute Easter 
outfits for the day, second grade stu-
dents Maddie Grace Gwynn and Aman-
da Kallas prepare for Easter as they 
enjoy making mosaic crosses. Making 
colorful mosaic crosses was just one of 
many activities the Lower School stu-
dents participated in, reminding each 
other of the true meaning of Easter.

   Catherine Boyle, PreK 5 day student, looks to 
see the surprise she has inside her Easter basket.

   3rd grade students Jack Windsor, Dylan King, and Zachary 
Nichols have fun creating their festive crafts.

   Garrett Jeans and Gracie Gattuso enjoy making 
sand art during their 2nd grade Easter party. 

   Lexie Pogue, PreK 5 day student, poses with her bunny 
rabbit stuffed animal and gingham-print Easter basket.

“A Kid’s Life”
What? Lower School 
               musical performance
When? Thursday, May 6th
                7:00-9:00 pm
Where? Student Life 
                  Center
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