
     Many activities in the Lower School promote learning; Sto-
ries Under the Stars and Reading Buddies are among such ed-
ucational activities. Another activity the Lower School hosts to 
promote learning and help the students become better writers 
is the Young Authors Competition. The Young Authors Com-
petition was started in 2005 to encourage writing in younger 
students and is now in its 6th year of action. Ms. Sass also says 
that there is no sign of stopping the contest in future years. 
In this competition, students in the Lower School may write 
a story in any genre and in any length to be entered into the 
contest. The winners will have their entries published in the 
2011 edition of the book entitled MCA’s Young Authors and 
will attend a celebratory event with Ms. Sass. This competi-
tion is a perfect way to teach kids writing skills in a fun and 
encouraging way.
      The Lower School created this opportunity for students 
in order to help them get used to writing, an ability the teach-
ers foresee will help them in the future. Mrs. Marolf, the sixth 
grade Language Arts teacher, says on the subject of writing, 
“It [writing] will help prepare them for many aspects of their 
lives. Writing is a skill that you use no matter what you choose 
to do as an adult.” Mrs. Hamilton, the fifth grade Language 
Arts teacher, adds that the contest will also help the students’ 
composition since they are allowed to write in many different 
genres for the competition.
      “The written language is important in every endeavor,” 
echoes Ms. Sass, the Lower School principal.
     The Young Authors Competition not only helps students 
become more acclimated to writing, it helps improve the finer 
points of their writing skills. Mrs. Marolf says that, among 
other things, the contest teaches students how to use descrip-
tion in writing, how to develop the basic elements of a story, 
and how to focus on their readers and the messages they re-
ceive. Mrs. Hamilton says that the competition is an excellent 
way for students to experience the writing process, teaching 
them to put their idea on paper and write a rough draft before 
turning in a final copy. The contest also helps students see the 
end of the arduous writing process because, if the student wins, 
they get to see their work published in the book.
     The teachers believe that the Young Authors Competition 
also helps students in more than just writing skills. Ms. Ham-
ilton remarks that the Competition is “an avenue to be expres-
sive and creative” so that the students get the opportunity to 
use their imaginations in writing.
     The book that is published at the end of the contest for 
the winners is made completely by the students. The book is 
the students’ own work, so they design their own artwork and 
work collaboratively on the final product. The students even 
decide their own titles for the books. Some titles of books from 
earlier years include “Running the Race,” “Tales of Our Time,” 
“Imagination Let Loose,” and “Ticket to Heaven.” They also all 
decide to whom to dedicate the book. Mrs. Hamilton says the 
book is “a special way for the kids to see the end.”
     Students spend much of their time during the week learning 
and improving their knowledge while in school. But going to 
school does not have to be burdensome. The Young Author’s 
Competition is a perfect way to encourage the students in the 
Lower School about writing while simultaneously teaching 
them to be better writers.

Young 
Authors create 
masterpieces
Competition fosters 
excellence in many 
arenas
David Marolf, Staff Writer
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Freshman Hayden Wyatt takes 
control over his opponent in the 
Saints Tournament. The team 
achieved third overall. For more 
information, see page 3.

High school students enjoy 
dancing and socializing at this 
year’s  Winter Formal Dance. 
For more information see page 4.

The MCA Early Childhood 
classes finally enjoy their new 
playground. For more informa-
tion, see page 4.

Anna McWilliams reviews 
“Joy,” a recording of the Student 
Awakening worship at IHOP. 
For more information, see page 
6.
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Fourth graders Caleb Hart and Kate Jensen work on their 
Young Author’s story for this year’s competition.

Fourth 
grader 
Madison 
Fitzgerald 
spreads 
her brain-
storming 
pages out 
all over 
the floor 
to enhance 
her cre-
ativity and 
comfort as 
she works 
on her 
entry for 
the Young 
Author’s 
Contest.
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 When district 
play just began; the Boys 
Varsity Basketball team 
was ready to take on the 
tough Canyon Creek 
Cougars. In a vigorous 
battle, the Mustangs bat-
tled to the very bitter end 
but victory was not theirs 
in a 47-60 loss. The resil-
ient Mustang’s pressed on 
as they came back home 
to face the Garland Chris-
tian Warriors.  As the 
game progressed, Garland 
began to slowly take the 
lead and hold on to it as 
the Mustangs fell short 
in a 37-60 defeat. But in 
the face of adversity they 
prepared to take on Dal-
las Lutheran. Through the 
constant battle back and 
forth, the Mustangs held 
on to the last minute but 
could not close the gap on 
Lutheran in a tough 62-
77 loss. 
 Even with these 
losses the Varsity boys did 
not lose heart. Hayden 
French commented, “If 
anything it is bringing 
us closer together in or-
der to achieve greatness”. 
Through thick and thin 
they fought on, giving 
it all in order that they 
too might be able to be 
crowned state champions 
one day. With the clos-
ing of the regular season, 
Coach Erger pushed his 
team to be the best they 
could be. The boys ended 

Varsity Boys fight 
through the end 
A rough season strengthens the 
Mustangs during district play
David Collum, Staff Writer/Photographer

 Taking second place, the Varsity Mus-
tangs held the annual Roundball Round- up 
tournament for the second consecutive year, fac-
ing Dallas Thunder, Legacy, and Abundant Life 
Academy of Little Rock, Arkansas. The tourna-
ment could not have been more exciting as so 
many of the games went into overtime. All the 
teams were close in talent which made the games 
turn into nail biters. MCA blew out the game to 
Homeschool Thunder 59-20, and then won the 
overtime game to Legacy 65-59. Heading to the 
championship game, the Lady Mustangs were 
under the wrong impression that the champion-
ship game was going to be effortless. Losing 54-
47 in overtime, the team played an overall great 
game. Apart from losing the game, the team used 
this as good practice in preparation for district 
play.
 Going into district play, the team knew 
what goals they wished to accomplish and what 
they had to do in order to succeed as being dis-
trict champions. Knowing 2 out of 7 teams were 
going to be a fight to become victorious wasn’t 
enough to doubt the season and doubt the prize 
at the end.   Losing to Canyon Creek in the first 
game of district caused the Lady Mustangs to be 
in a position where they could not lose any more 
games in order to finish as champions. Losing the 
first game made the remaining of the season chal-
lenging, but nothing too hard that the girls can’t 
overcome and accomplish. Going throughout dis-
trict defeating Garland Christian, Bullard Brooke 
Hill, Dallas Lutheran, and Shelton, the season 
might not be as impossible as it had seemed.  The 
team stands with a record of 6-2. MCA played at 
home against Canyon Creek, it resulted as a win 

for the Varsity teams record, as they consistently 
push forward to finish as district champions.  The 
team played Dallas Lutheran which resulted in a 
loss. Resulting in a three way tie for first place in 
district, the team must once again defeat Canyon 
Creek and Dallas Lutheran.

Varsity Lady Mustangs strive 
for State
A tough district proves to be beneficial for the team
Priscilla Melton, Staff Writer

photo by laura smith
Sophomore Dallas Brock passes 
the ball to his teammate,     
determining his next move.

photo by laura smith
Senior Hayden French spins 
around his opponent hoping to 
score yet another point for the 
Mustangs against the Eagles.

courtesy photo
Freshman Lauren Sanford rushes past 
the opposition searching for a team-
mate to pass to.

courtesy photo
Senior Taylor Brock maneuvers past 
her Yavneh opponent, hoping to 
score points for her team.

courtesy photo
The past and current basketball coaches (front), alumni (middle), and cur-
rent players (back) pose for a photo. This game ended in a surprise victory 
for the alumni, who had not played together in years.

the season with a 6-15 record and unfortu-
natly did not make the playoffs. They look 
forward to the next season. 

courtesy photo

Junior Kayli Bollinger shows excel-
lent offensive skills as she maneu-
vers past the Canyon Creek player.
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IAA boys keep on truckin’
TAPS boys bring their arduous season to a close

TAPS girls continue on to playoffs
IAA girls fight their way through a grueling season

     Junior high girls’ basketball is exciting. The IAA girls team 
consists of 6th graders Abby Barfield, Hannah Beth Holtz, 
Lizzy Harper, Ashley Hrenak, Ashtyn King, Abby Newell, 
Whitni Rowe, Caroline Smith, and Lexi Vance, 7th graders 
Haley Chicarelli and Abby Grubbs, and 8th grader Gabriela 
Ekanem. The team played a tough schedule and in district 
their record was 0-7. Head Coach Mallory Chappell said, 
“We had a lot of fun playing basketball this season. The girls 
enjoyed learning the sport as a team and developing skills, 
mental toughness and a love of a game.” 
     The TAPS team started with 3 losses but quickly turned 
the season around with consecutive wins and placed third 
in their first tournament.  The girls were excited for district 
to begin. The TAPS team consists of 7th grader McKenna 
Shulte, and 8th graders Julie James, McKenna Hubert, Lily 
Thompson, Hope Windsor, Kayce Zanetell, Missy Grollnek, 
Kailey Gates, Rylee Frisbie and Karli Hennemen. The team 
went 14-4 overall, 8-2 in district, won 2 rounds of the play-
offs to compete in TAPS championship against the #1 seed, 
Prince of Peace. The Lady Mustangs took thrid in regular 
season and second in the TAPS tournament.

      Despite their grueling practices and tireless 
effort, the Junior High Boys Basketball teams’ 
seasons were challenging. They started off the 
season in mid-November and practiced through 
the winter break in order to participate in a league 
riddled with talent.
     The junior high TAPS team played hard and 
was rewarded with their first win of the season 
against Rockwall Heritage Christian. On Tues-
day, January 4th, the Mustangs met the Rock-

photo by laura smith
Ashtyn King, sixth, attempts to 
pass the ball behind her oppo-
nent.

Eighth grader Caleb Hunter quickly 
dribbles down the court, wanting to 
add two points for his team.

Wrestling Pushes for State

David Marolf, Staff Writer

Kaitlynn McAdams, Staff Writer 
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On Saturday, Febru-
ary the 12th, the Var-
sity Wrestlers competed 
in the TAPPS State 
tournament, fighting 
to bring home state 
championship honors. 
Through blood, sweat, 
and tears, they strove to 
become great. Without 
a doubt, they will made 
a name for themselves 
and for our school. They 
have high hopes for next 
season with such an op-
timistic conclusion.

wall Eagles for an exciting game. At the end of the 
first quarter, the Mustangs were behind due to several 
missed lay-ups, but great defense and effort in the sec-
ond period put the Mustangs in the lead. The play-
ers overcame the mistakes they made in the first half 
and successfully kept the lead during the entire second 
half.  Adam LeBlanc, 8th, had an amazing game with 
eight points and 14 rebounds before having to leave 
the game with an injury sustained in the last minutes 
of the game. The game finished 24 to 16 with the Mus-
tangs as the victors. 
     The junior high IAA team has worked hard and had 
a great season this year. On Thursday, January 6th, the 
junior high team in the IAA League played the Good 
Shepherd Episcopal School at home. The Mustangs 
started strong with a seven point advantage in the first 
quarter, but fell behind and were unable to regain the 
momentum. Despite the loss of the lead, the Mustangs 
contested their opponents and hustled on both defense 
and offense. Unfortunately, the game ended 11 to 28. 
In spite of their loss, they did not lose confidence per-
manently and were able to secure a 23-16 victory over 
Winston with bold offense and strong defense. The 
team worked hard to secure a playoff spot and they are 
looking at their past losses in order to learn.
     All in all, both junior high teams tried their best and 
making MCA proud. They gained confidence, skill, and 
determination as the season progressed. All of MCA 
should look forward to what the future holds for our 
hard-working and determined junior high teams.
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“Everybody do the 
Mustang Rumble!”
Varsity cheerleaders host the 
Minis and Ponies camp
Kaitlyn Sparks, Staff Writer

     There was no time for frowning as the Ponies cheerleaders 
were taught a very special routine they hoped to perform for 
the Wild Week pep rally. A seven hour clinic was a fun way 
for the Varsity Cheerleaders to encourage the younger girls 
and get to know them. “Teaching the Ponies was fun,” says 
Varsity Cheerleader Bekah Parker, “It’s great to be able to set 
an example and know that they look up to us.” 
     The first part of their day began with stretching, and then 
it was time for the hard work. The girls were first taught a 
dance which contained fun movements to a moving beat that 
will get the crowd up and clapping. Then they were taught 
the proper way to tumble. Some of their gymnastics included 
a cartwheel, a round off, and a back bend. On to stunts where 
the Varsity Cheerleaders based the Ponies in stunts such as a 
prep, a full extension, and a basket toss. The Ponies learned all 
these techniques and it hadn’t even reached noon yet. 
     When it was finally time for lunch everyone was happy 
to take a load off and cool down over a bottle of water and 
a good meal. Laughing and talking commenced as the food 
brought their energy levels back up. Now that everyone was 
pumped up and ready to go it was time for cheer class. In this 
session the girls learned the cheer they will perform with the 
Varsity Cheerleaders. The rest of the time was spent work-
ing out the routine. “The Ponies are so fun to work with and 
it’s awesome to see their passion for cheerleading starting so 
young,” says Varsity Cheerleader Mandy Moore. The Varsity 
Cheerleaders are looking forward to cheering side by side 
with the Ponies and showing everyone how much hard work 
the girls put into learning the techniques.  
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Just Dance
MCA students enjoy 
a night at the Cotton 
Mill
Kaitlynn McAdams, Staff Writer 

      All of high school danced the night away at this year’s 
Winter Formal held at the Cotton Mill in Historic Down-
town McKinney. Done a bit differently this year, the dance 
was held before Wild Week instead of after. We had great 
music, great food, and a great DJ. Kelly Hooper, last year’s 
winter formal and prom DJ, did such a great job entertain-
ing the students. Mr. Keyes and Student Government worked 
long and hard to create a dance that all the students would 
enjoy. Amanda Pace said, “Winter Formal was a great chance 
to interact with many of our peers and have fun dancing. I 
got to dance and grow closer with people I wouldn’t normally 
hang out with.” High school loves the privilege of being able 
to have a dance and having such great teachers and parents 
willing to help to make it fun for everyone. 

Left, seniors Avery Jones and Rachele Bajema and 
junior Morgan Hammons put Pony Karina Glenn, third, 
up in a prep during the Varsity Girls basketball game.

photo by anna mcwilliams 

The Pre K and K students at the 
Lower School have a new place to 
play! The kids now have a small 
playground just outside of the 
Lower School office. They get to 
enjoy a smaller commute along 
with a slide, monkey bars, and a 
small climbing wall. Kindergart-
ner, Lexy Lonford, called the new 
playground “totally awesome!”

Recess!
Pre-K and 
Kindergarten 
enjoy their new 
playground

High school throws their hands in the air, dancing to 
one of the many popular songs played at the dance.

photo by laura smith

photo by babette heinish

Sophomore Bekah 
Parker and second 
grader Kaitlyn Lord 
encourage the crowd 
during a Varsity 
Boys game. Both the 
Cheerleaders and 
the Ponies enjoy this 
time to cheer on the 
crowd together.
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Winter Weather sabotages Wild Week
Students and teachers enjoy an unexpected series of snow days
Sarahbeth Singler, Staff Writer

     The record breaking weather and four day break worked together to 
give us an especially wild, Wild Week this year. The week began with 
spirited wild attire on Monday, but soon took an even wilder twist than 
anticipated. Our campus was covered with assorted cavemen, Romans 
donning togas and armor, and Egyptians adorned with jewels. Just a 
few hours after, the school was covered with five inches of snow. The 
unprecedented Texas snow-in gave us lavish free time during what was 
supposed to be an eventful Wild Week. With subzero wind chills and 
piling layers of ice and snow, this was certainly no ordinary Wild Week. 
Most of us spent some time outside enjoying the wild ice and snow 
with friends and family. “It was fun sledding and playing in the snow 
instead of going to school,” said Junior Bryanna Brock.
     Many people also used this time to spend with God and experi-
enced wildly refreshing and renewing time with Him.  Matthew 11:28 
says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” I personally enjoyed six days without school stress to spend 
listening to God.  Junior, Kayli Bollinger said, “I loved having a couple 
days off to sit back and take a break from school. It’s been an eye opener 
actually; it helped me reconnect with God this week. It’s crazy how it 
takes being locked in the house to see the big picture.”
   The anticipation for the rescheduled basketball games Wild Week 
features was building over the time off. The dress days and other spirit-
ed festivities were rescheduled to the following week. The MCA Mus-
tangs Varsity boys and girls teams both lost after a hard fight against 
Dallas Lutheran on the rescheduled date, February 7th.  Senior James 
Payne sums up this year’s Wild Week best, saying, “This was the best 
two week Wild Week of all time!”

MCA Spells Victory
ACSI competition a success
*Fourth grade’s Weston Haggard won third 
place.
*Fifth grader Will Harell received fourth 
place.
*Seventh grader Ashley Henson won third 
place.

Congratulations to all the particpants and 
the winners. Excellent job!

     All of the sixth grade students wrote essays for the Veterans 
of Foreign War’s Patriots Pen Contest. The topic was “Does 
partriotism still matter?”. Out of the 125 entries from sixth 
through eighth graders from all over the Dallas/Fort Worth 
area were from MCA.

From the Pen of Patriots

photo by sharon boese
Sixth graders Madison Rankin, Ashley Hrenak, Autumn 
Jacobs, Abigail Barfield, Katie Dossey, and Sam Olsen 
read their stories in chapel.

photo by gianna ingraham

Freshman Sun Choi and eighth grader Kailey Gates flash a 
peace sign during the rescheduled Hippie Day, February 10th.

photo by brooke barfieldMembers of the Upper School spell out “Wild” on the basketball court to illustrate the week.
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 BITS    
   PIECES

N’

Snack Time

Michal Smith, 
Entertainment Editor

Ingredients:
3 cans (7.5 oz. each) refrigerated buttermilk biscuits 
3/4 cup granulated sugar 
1 Tbsp. ground cinnamon 
1/2 cup butter or margarine, melted 
4 oz. (1/2 of 8-oz. pkg.) of cream cheese, softened 
1/2 cup powdered sugar 
1 to 2 Tbsp. milk 

Directions:
BREAD
Heat Oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit.   
Cut each biscuit into quarters.
Mix granulated sugar and cinnamon in medium bowl. 
Add biscuit pieces, in batches; toss to coat.
Place half the biscuit pieces in greased 12-cup fluted 
tube pan; drizzle with half the butter. Repeat. Sprinkle 
with any remaining cinnamon-sugar. 
Bake 40 to 45 min. or until toothpick inserted near 
center comes out clean and top is golden brown. 
Cool in pan 5 min.; invert onto serving plate. Remove 
pan.
ICING
Beat cream cheese and powdered sugar in small bowl 
with mixer until well blended. 
Add 1 Tbsp. milk; beat until well blended. 
Blend in enough of the remaining milk until glaze is of 
desired consistency. Drizzle over warm bread.

kraftrecipes.com

Anna McWilliams, Photography Editor

   IHOP is commonly referred to as the 
International House of Pancakes, but in 
Kansas City the name takes on a whole 
new meaning. The International House 
of Prayer, Kansas City, was founded on 
May 7th, 1999 by Mike Bickle and twen-
ty full-time “intercessory missionaries.” 
IHOPKC is an evangelical missions orga-
nization committed to the release of the 
fullness of God’s power and purpose. “Our 
vision is to work in relationship with the 
larger Body of Christ to serve the Great 
Commission, as we seek to walk out the 
two great commandments to love God 
and people.”* Their approach to Chris-
tianity and spirituality is not found with 
such intensity anywhere else, and that fact 
is what draws me to their music. The dif-
ference they make is not only in the lives 

of the people who visit but also the lives 
of those they affect after going to IHOP. 
Surely their influence is so much greater 
than the creator, Mike Bickle, ever could 
have imagined all the way back in 1999. 
IHOP also has a university.  “Our desire 
is to provide a campus setting where stu-
dents are engaged with the activity of the 
Lord, both corporately and individually.”*
   A new album released on November 
26th 2010, entitled JOY is a compilation 
of artists including Misty Edwards, Cory 
Asbury, Justin Rizzo, Laura Hackett, Matt 
Gilman, and Jaye Thomas. This album is a 
live recording of the worship at ‘Student 
Awakening’, a group that began when a 
simple class at the university experienced 
physical healing.  JOY is centered around 
is Isaiah 56:7, “Even them I will bring to 

My holy mountain, and make them joyful 
in My house of prayer.” JOY is just a small 
snapshot of worship and encountering the 
Lord at Student Awakening at IHOP.
   This album has been described as being 
able to express the passionate joy and en-
ergy found in Student Awakening. When 
listening to this music, one cannot help 
but want to dance. The presence of God 
in these artists is evident in their worship 
seen on this album is such a perfect repre-
sentation of the work God is doing at the 
International House of Prayer in Kansas 
City.  
*  http://www.ihop.org/

The Soundcheck
IHOP releases album, Joy

 
 George Washington was mortally 

afraid of being buried alive. After he 
died, he wanted to be laid out for three 

days just to be sure he was dead.

   Hitler was claustrophobic. The  
elevator leading to his eagle’s nest in 

the Australian Alps was mirrored so it 
would appear larger and more spacious. 

 
  The Queen of England has two    

birthdays-one real and one official. 

  Augustus Caesar had achluophobia- 
the fear of sitting in the dark.

  Vanilla Ice’s real name is Robert Van 
Winkle.

 In 1990, there were an estimated 
seventy-five thousand accordionists in 

the United States. 

 The only member of the band ZZ Top 
to not have a beard has the last name 

Beard.

 The longest Monopoly game in a 
bathtub was ninety-nine hours long.

  You share a birthday with at least nine 
million other people in the world.

 Statistically, the safest age of life is ten 
years old. 

  You are more likely to be attacked by 
a cow than a shark. 

  In the next seven days, eight hundred 
Americans will be injured by their 

jewelry.
 

  Forty percent of women have hurled 
footwear at a man.

  California’s Frank Epperson invented 
the Popsicle in 1905, when he was 

eleven years old.

  More popcorn is sold in Dallas than 
anywhere else in the United States.

  Cleveland spelled backward is DNA 
level C.

  In England in the 1880s, pants was 
considered a bad word.

  Spain literally means “the land of 
rabbits.”

  A fingerprint is also known as a dac-
tylogram.

Source:
 Botham, Noel. The Book Of Useless In      

formation. New York: Berkley Pub. Group,    
2006. Print.

OPTICAL ILLUSION
Zebra or hand?

Pull-Apart Cinnamon Bread
Newopticalillusions.blogspot.com
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Tongue Twisters

Sneak Preview
February 11, 2011 February 11, 2011

February 25, 2011 March 11, 2011

Betty Botter bought some butter, but she said, “This butter’s bitter! But a 
bit of better butter will but make my butter better.” So she bought some 
better butter, better than the bitter butter, and it made her butter better 

so ‘twas better Betty Botter bought a bit of better butter!

Black bug bit a big black bear. But where is the big black bear that the 
big black bug bit? 

Red bulb blue bulb red bulb blue bulb.

A skunk sat on a stump. The stump thought the skunk stunk, but the 
skunk thought the stump stunk.

A box of mixed biscuits, a mixed biscuit box.

   Everyone always wishes that they could get up 
on stage with the lights shining bright and ev-
eryone going insane for their presence. Well this 
kid has that! Sidney Thompson, also known as 
“Sid the Kid” is finally breaking away from just 
singing in general to making her dreams come 
to life on a larger scale.  As a young talented 
sophomore here at MCA, many life changing 
opportunities are starting to open up for her. 
Born on September 19th, 1994, in Plano, Texas, 
ever since she could talk, Sidney would spend 
her time simply singing. Sidney isn’t some teen-
ager who thinks she can sing and goes to try out 
for American Idol. There is true talent found in 
Sidney and one day it’ll be big, while now writ-
ing every one of her songs shows her fans her 
true commitment for her music.
  As many other musicians, Sidney started with 
the basics. Attending guitar lessons regularly she 
has improved in not only her instrumental skills 
but also her singing. She loves playing the guitar 
and relates her passion for music, “I always knew 
I loved to sing, but when I really felt something 
was when I started writing, and then I met my 
guitar teacher who thought we should take it to 
the next level and start recording.” Since then 
it has been one crazy ride for the up and com-
ing rockstar, but also a very enjoyable one. One 
major producer was in the audience when Sid-

MCA’s very own rockstar
Priscilla Melton, Staff Writer

Movie Posters from fandango.com.  CD cover on front page from theworshipcommunity.com.

ney gave a concert at the Door in Plano on January 
22.  No other events are planned so far, but what the 
producers think will determine her gigs for the future.  
Keep rocking it Sid! 

sidneymusic.com
Sophomore Sidney Thompson performs at the 
Door in Plano on January 22.
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Love worth celebrating
A reminder of true love’s nature and im-
pact on our lives

     It’s that most wonderful time of the 
year, people, and no, I am not talking 
about Christmas. I speak of the most 
ubiquitous holiday appearing on your 
2011 calendar: Valentine’s Day. Many of 
you probably have an issue with me de-
scribing this time as the most wonderful. 
I agree. With the overabundance of pink, 
fluffy things, sparkles, and chocolate to 
distract us during this time, I think that 
it is very easy to lose sight of what love 
really means.
    John, in his first letter, simply lays 
out the essence of love. “This is how 
we know what love is; Jesus Christ laid 
down His life for us. And we ought to 
lay down our lives for our brothers.” (1 
John 3:16) God’s love, sacrificial love like 
that isn’t really the kind we consider on a 
day like this. God’s love is the most un-
fathomable, the most amazing, the most 
consuming love there is. God’s love, love 
in its purest form, is the love most worth 
celebrating.
    With this fact in focus, it is not dif-
ficult to realize that love can be so much 
bigger than what we see amongst each 
other here on earth. The emotion foun-
dational to God’s love is so different 
than that of human love- instead of what 
the other person gives Him, God focuses 
on what He can give to you. He loves us 
so much that He wants to give us eter-

nity with Him- an omnipotent God like 
Him wanting only our hearts.
      The meaning of this fact in our day to 
day lives is not hard to find either. May 
I point you to the second half of 1 John 
3:16? “We ought to lay down our lives 
for our brothers.” Love is all about giving 
to others. When I am tempted to blow 
off a classmate I know is hurting, or act 
inconsiderately to a member of my fam-
ily, I violate the mandate this verse puts 
to us as Christians. People all around us 
are in need of a little sacrificial love, even 
if it is just something small on our part- 
offering a smile, jotting down a note. 
God loves us so much, so there is more 
than enough love to spread back around 
to our fellow humans.
     So this Valentine’s Day, remember 
that God’s love is the reason we love. In 
all of the love you show, regardless of 
the recipient, strive to love because He, 
above all, first loved us.

Rebekah Johnson, Editor-In-Chief

Best of both worlds 
An inside scoop on the Praise Band
Kaitlyn Sparks, Staff Writer

     I never thought I could have so much 
fun in one class period. Every morning I 
wake up, go to school, and play my guitar. 
Why, you ask? It’s because our band direc-
tor Jeremy Knight brought together eight 
great students to create MCA’s first offi-
cial Praise Band. We get the best of both 
worlds. Not only do we have the chance 
to excel in learning new things about our 
instruments, but while we are enjoying 
making music we learn the technical skills 
that will set the stage for our future musi-
cal careers. From Power Point to setting up 
microphones, we in Praise Band have been 
taught the ropes so that we could fix any 
problems that might go wrong later on in 
our lives whether we’re on a worship team 
at our church, or playing at Pizza Hut Park 
in front of thousands of people. 
     The highlight of the class, for me at least, 
is when we play in chapel on Wednesday 
mornings. This is because I think it’s so 

amazing that I get to lead my fellow stu-
dents and our teachers in worshipping our 
Lord and Savior. I am told to be a disciple 
and share the good news. I may not be able 
to talk to everyone in the world, but I can 
reach many through song. Hopefully it will 
soften a heart, and it will be an open door 
for those who may feel like so many are 
closing. Looking out and seeing the people 
I love worshipping with me is the best feel-
ing. Sometimes people tell me they wish 
they were more musically inclined; but I 
feel that God doesn’t hear a sharp or flat 
voice, He hears a beautiful melody of praise 
being given to Him. He gives us all a special 
gift, we just have to use it to glorify him. In 
Praise Band we have found a place where 
we can come together and bring a beautiful 
noise to God’s ears. I am overjoyed every 
day to be part of such a wonderful group 
of people. 
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